Ethno-Botany Roundtable Discussion

Wednesday, June 22, 2005

3:00-5:00pm Eastern time

(2:00pm Central, 1:00pm Mountain, 12:00pm Pacific)

Access Information

Call in numbers:


Toll-free: (800)867-6144, passcode is: 4271#


DC-area: (202)554-1742


Trouble line: (202)720-8560, refer to moderator J. Phillips

Web address:


AIHEC USDA Land Grant Support Center Portal 
http://portal.aihec.org/sites/USDA/default.aspx


Trouble desk:  Al Kuslikis, (703)838-0400 x121 or 0 (operator)


(you should have received log-in instructions, userid and password in an earlier email)

Agenda

Access the discussion 


(due to our large group size, please call-in and log-in starting at 2:55pm eastern 
time.  We will 

start the discussion promptly at 3:05pm.)

Welcome and Introductions


Roll call of participants



(please be prepared to introduce yourself, your institution and position, and a brief 


statement of your area of interest in ethno-botany) 


Explain format and procedures of meeting

Tribal College Panel Presentations (Tribal College Priorities in Ethno-botany)

Linda Jones, Ethno-botany Instructor, Sitting Bull College (Fort Yates, SD)


Dan Wildcat, American Indian Studies Instructor and Co-Director of Haskell Environmental 


Research Center, Haskell Indian Nations University (Lawrence, KS)

Break

Collaborators Panel Presentations (Collaborators' Interests and Experiences in working with Tribal Colleges)


Neil Reese, Biology/Microbiology Professor, South Dakota State University (Brookings, SD)


Karen Midden, Landscape Design Professor, Southern Illinois University (Carbondale, IL)

Moving Forward – Partnerships and Action (Open discussion on next steps)
Closing Comments

Ethno-botany Roundtable Notes

June 22, 2005

Linda Jones presentation

Sitting Bull College is working on ethno-botanical herbarium, possible link w/SIPI?
Always consults w/elders


Sacred, important, value-laden information


Practical, useful, participatory information


Scientifically-based

Acknowledge equitable, reciprocal relationships w/plants & other species

Acknowledge ownership of indigenous knowledge, gain permission

Respectful dialog among partners, don't command, listen carefully

millennia of “being here.”
Field-based instruction; 85% time outside


Students harvest, taste, on-site

Planning field trips to Black Hills to experience different ecosystem.

Use elders in the classroom, gain information from them

Interested in cultivation, propagation.  

Germplasm, frightening to some, but interesting and fruitful area of study.
Interns, grad students at tribal colleges.  Want true partners, equitable relationship.

Sending tribal college students as interns, 8-10 weeks too long.  Particular group of people: impossible to leave home so long.  Family, land, cultural obligations.

New campus being built, incl. Research lab.   

UTTC doing nutritional research on traditional plants.  Sitting Bull College is interested too.

The college could use help writing grants.  Need resources to conduct research.

Q&A

Taken students to northeastern south Dakota, Sisseton area, ? Hollow.?  Eco-zone boundary?
USDA Multi-cultural scholars program as possible funding?

Submit proposal to USDA tribal college research program? RFA out in December. It's on CSREES homepage.

Student profiles: mostly native students, non-traditional (over 25 yrs old), families, NA studies or Env Studies majors, 4-credit hr. lab as science.  Some ed. majors to satisfy the science requirement.  Important to recognize ethnobotany as science, holistic 
Dan Wildcat presentation

Science and cultural lifeways intimately integrated.
Dilemma between native and western sciences, social (soft) and hard sciences.

Culture-nature nexus.  Respect for tribal issues on plant knowledge.  Not inferior to humans, just different.  Symbiotic relationship.  Vastly different tribal cultures, defined interactions w/plants and animals.
Respect and responsibility.  

Roles of tribal elders?  Institutionalized?  Adjunct professors?  Consultants? 
Public vs. private knowledge?  
Look at tribal models rather than adopt mainstream model

Biocolonialism.  Worldwide issue.  Can we build shared tribal college principles regarding bio-piracy, biocolonialism.  Issues of collection, methodologies, distribution of knowledge.  

Example:  Dine tribe and U. of N. Mexico studying air quality. Areas of mining activity.  Collecting air quality data.  NIH researcher wanted biological samples.  This is a problem.  Trust?  What do you do with that material?  Where does it go?  Whole issue of genetics?

Can we have honest discussion of tensions between scientific and tribal cultures?

Tribal guidelines may vary across tribes.

TEK (tribal ecological knowledge).  Natural systems thinking.
Do we need to seriously think of a tribal college journal dedicated to science?  Teaching, research, writing.  

Q&A

Native journal a good idea.  Take seriously a holistic nature of science.  There are neat things we are working on, but where would we submit them?  How do we build intellectual infrastructure?
Botanical society of America.  Might be able to put together a section on ethnobotany.  Their Papers recognized around the world.

The society of ethnobiology journal.

Peer-reviewed journal.  Want good reviewers: scientists, elders too.  We want to demonstrate that this dichotomy between cultural and "hard" sciences is not useful.  Need to rethink its prominence.  

Jim Garrett presented at a graduate seminar at Colorado State U.  Indigenous knowledge at the library placed between witchcraft and sorcery.  

Establishing and running journals a major undertaking—what avenues there are already?  Good size group of people who work in ethnobotany, out of ecology at U. of Georgia.  Much of their focus was central/south America.  Big programs, but that didn't include Native Americans of North America.

Neil Reese presentation

Undergrad, graduate students.
Prairie PhD program, is training tribal college faculty, building research capacity.  17 in cohort.  Wildlife mgmt, foods biological sciences.  Pilot program.  Takes the program to the students.  Costly.  Issues of funding for continuing the program.  Kellogg?  NSF?  Tim Nichols is SDSU contact.  
Designed for tribal college faculty in biological sciences.  Neil taught a full semester course in 9 days, very intensive.

Community surveys at Sisseton to build natural parks.  With plants w/traditional and scientific names.  Build knowledge among younger generations.  Elders helped.   

Elders on tape.  Those films in tribe's archives.

Working to promote scientists at tribal colleges to be lead scientists.

Karen Midden presentation

Undergrad students working w/Turtle Mountain to design Anishinaabe cultural and wellness center.  100 acre site off the reservation.  College purchased the site.

Wanted the center for youth to learn traditional knowledge.  Native plants.

Q&A

Any contact with Win Thippen at Western Illinois U?  alternative cropping

Saleia Salumli at USDA? Working on nutrition/wellness.  George Godfrey will send everyone a workshop agenda.

SIU has program in recreational physiology.

Links with woodlands wisdom project.

Explore possible connections with USDA national program leaders?  Incl. Higher Education challenge grants.
Strictly planning, not planting, hard to find native sources of plants.

At Standing Rock Reservation, interested in medicine wheel garden. And landscaping on new campus.

We love having people come and visit tribal colleges, learn from us, learn from them.

SIU Survey: broad range of responses from horticulture programs from tribal colleges

Found a lack of having someone teach it; so challenge of distance learning.
