Faculty Input on Course Level Attributes & Faculty Representation in the Curriculum Committee Process

Meeting Notes (11-20-09) & SurveyMonkey Results (for survey ending 11-20-09)

Topics: Course level characteristics and Curriculum Committee faculty representation

Present: Ane Berrett, Brian Compton, Cal Scheidegger, Emma Norman, Gary Brandt, Greg Pesho, Janice Brendible, John Frey, Justin Guillory, Kathy Humphreys-Shafer, Kathy Stewart-Stevenson, Mark Moss, Matteo Tambourini, Ted Williams, Wayne Woods

Course Level Characteristics Notes:

Matteo (Mathematics):

· 100- & 200-level course characteristics:

· Exposure to subject, learning about ideas

· 100-level course characteristics:

· By completion, students should have the confidence to approach their instructors

· By completion, students should complete an honest self-assessment regarding their efforts and results

· Students should know what basic resources and tools are available (e.g., Library, advisors, etc.) [This is included in current NASD 105 outcomes, where students are also required to do an interview with an advisor.]

· 300-level course characteristics:

· Begin to do proofs (beyond using concepts to solve word problems)

· Relates to question of rigor, not simply application

· 400-level course characteristics:

· Are there generic and specific characteristics?

· Ability to conduct meaningful research in the subject matter and perhaps exposure to two main journals (research publications) in the field

· Proficiency at the end of the course: Be able to present critical synthesis of the subject matter

· Presentation of one's own take on the subject

· Ability to conduct (or to have conducted) major research in the area

· Know all databases and main books on the topic and be able to present critique of them

Wayne (Drama):

· 100-level course characteristics:

· Learning fundamentals

· 200-level course characteristics:

· Expanding upon fundamentals

· 300-level course characteristics:

· Expanding upon and demonstrating, doing

· 400-level course characteristics:

· Theories, specialized, focused

· Students are actually directing, etc.

Cal (Chemical Dependency Studies):

· 100- & 200-level course characteristics:

· In professional domain involves the basic background and development of skill set

· 100-level course characteristics:

· First exposure to some technical language

· 300-400 level course characteristics:

· Development of professional skill levels (beyond what is expected by state requirements [in chemical dependency studies])

· 400-level course characteristics:

· Are familiar with and can communicate orally and in writing using technical language of the field with fluency

Greg (Math & Writing Center):

· 100-level course characteristics:

· Learn terminology

· 200-level course characteristics:

· Learn more about different parts of the discipline

· 300-level course characteristics:

· Start to think about them critically and compare them (aspects of the discipline)

· 400-level course characteristics:

· Can make critical determinations and justify decisions and statements by using one's own opinion backed up by additional reading and one's own research)

Gary (Information Technology/Computers – vocational field, with no relationship to 300-400-levels as is not a transfer program and not an academic program):

· 100- & 200-level course characteristics:

· Vocational, all application

Emma (Geography):

· 100- & 200-level course characteristics:

· Construct knowledge (elsewhere), at NWIC is the beginning of deconstruction

· Involves worldviews, educational processes, power

· 300- & 400-level course characteristics:

· A jumping-off point

· Student becomes leader of inquiry-based approach

· Student focuses on interests and passions

· Student-led, inquiry-based

· Deconstruct knowledge

Kathy H.-S. (GED):

· 100- & 200-level course characteristics:

· Student should be able to know which direction to go after transferring (e.g., to WWU in Human Resources – such as teaching or counseling)

· 300- & 400-level course characteristics:

· By this point, student should have focus and purpose

John Frey (Developmental Math & English):

· 100- & 200-level course characteristics:

· Should be exploratory

· Include survey of students regarding their focus?

· Should include focus on how to get students ready for college in general

· 300- & 400-level course characteristics:

· Should have a more academic focus

General Comments:

· 100-level course characteristics:

· Should involved across-the-curriculum aspects of college readiness

· 200-level course characteristics:

· 300-level course characteristics:

· 400-level course characteristics:

· Should prepare students to enter the field or graduate school

· Should involve application

· Should involve a balance of theory and practice

SurveyMonkey Results re Course Levels:

1) What proficiencies would you expect students to have achieved at the completion of a 400 level course?
· Writes in fluid, compelling standard English; uses technical vocabulary appropriately and with ease; uses appropriate technological aides (word, excel, PowerPoint, graphing calculator) with ease; conducts library research and is able to find multiple sources both in books and online/print journals; repeat and critique the most well-known theoretical frameworks in the field

· Higher level critical thinking skills, including analysis, synthesis and application

· Know how to conduct and apply research

· Self confidence in written and oral presentation

· Multidisciplinary understanding of content courses
2) What proficiencies would you expect students to have achieved at the completion of a 300 level course?
· [no responses]

3) What proficiencies would you expect students to have achieved at the completion of a 200 level course?
· I have only the titles, which would be similar to:  Political Structures of Coast Salish Nations; Political interactions between Coast Salish Nations and the U.S. Gov't; these might be 300 level courses.
4) What proficiencies would you expect students to have achieved at the completion of a 100 level course?
· Write a five paragraph essay in standard English, using three sources which are not 'the internet'; memorize and repeat the contents of a college-level textbook; compare and contrast opposing viewpoints in the field of study; make basic inferences about the subject matter; describe how the material being studied applies to the contemporary social/physical world
· Read write and comprehend material
Faculty Representation in Curriculum Committee Processes Notes:

· Faculty Roundtable may choose to spend time considering curriculum in their meetings

· New evaluation may be considered (e.g., Indigenous Evaluation)

· Suggestion of independent peer review process for new/revised curriculum, then to group review

· Possibility of changing Curriculum Committee meetings to Tuesdays to allow fuller faculty participation

· Additional representation by Native leadership of NWIC?

· Timelines?

· Possible process:

· Initiation of curriculum request

· Initiator consults with Faculty Roundtable

· Curriculum request proceeds to Dean of Academic and Distance Education and Curriculum Committee Chair

· Curriculum request proceeds to Curriculum Committee (and then to Vice President for Instruction and Student Services, if approved)

· Process and communication feedback between Faculty Roundtable and Curriculum Committee to be developed

SurveyMonkey Results re Faculty Representation in Curriculum Committee Processes:

Please describe or list ways that you see that optimal faculty representation and involvement can be ensured in the Curriculum Committee process.
· Make the faculty membership on the committee like membership on the senate: identify (three?) faculty to stay for three years, but to stagger themselves and actively seek a replacement. Not to say that anyone HAS to leave, but faculty should actively be engaged in rotating the membership.  Hold one (the first?) curriculum committee meeting as part of inservice, so everyone can be exposed to the functioning and main goals of the committee

· One faculty from each discipline or content area needs to be represented. Don't need library or financial aid director.
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