PROGRAM REVISION FORM

Program Title: Bachelor of Science in Native Environmental Science _

Program Type: ___AAS  ___AAS-T  ___AS ___ATA ___Certificate X Other

Revised Catalog Description (one paragraph):

This program of study prepares students to grow as community leaders and scholars in Native Environmental Science. The program is designed to develop skills to uphold treaty and inherent rights, through the protection of the natural world.  The place based, experiential, and culturally grounded curriculum, provides a holistic training in Native Environmental Science, both through Indigenous Research and content knowledge.  The program engages with multiple ways of knowing, is grounded in Indigenous Knowledge systems and traditional practice in parallel with new technology and tools for inquiry. Students may choose between the Environmental Science Option and the Interdisciplinary Concentration Option.
Requested by: Emma S. Norman  Date: April 11, 2019
Dean of Academics:  ___________________________Date: ______________

*  Attach copy of program description as in current catalog 

* Attach copy of revised program, marking changes. New courses must be approved prior to approval of revised program.

Rationale for Changes:

Our new program outcomes were adopted in 2017.  This program update reflects work to align our programming with the outcomes.  The changes also reflect the need to include Indigenous Research Theory and Methods (CSOV 301 and CSOV 302) in our programming, which is included in the strategic plan and also included in our new outcomes.  The changes also reflect a desire to open up more room for electives in the upper division.  We accomplished this by eliminating the six credit seminar series and replacing with a one credit introduction to Native Environmental Science (NESC 110).  In addition, for the ESO track, we eliminated the need for specific required upper-division classes (ENVS 430, ENVS 440, ENVS 481) and provided room for other upper-division seminar classes.  This change relates to the fact that we offer more upper-division courses than we did when the program first started and also those classes are not always the most appropriate for site students.
For, the ICO track, specifically, we also reduced the number of required self-directed courses (from 21 to 10) and added room for electives that are in the catalog.  However, students are still able to propose up to 20 in their ICO proposal, if they like. The rationale for this is that we have more electives and faculty to teach face-to-face or VCH courses than we did when the program started.  In addition, we found that it is difficult to find faculty to teach the self-directed courses.  I consulted with Fairhaven College at WWU, whose program our ICO is modelled after.  They have also reduced the number of required self-directed courses that are offered. 
Overall, these program revisions, make good headway in aligning with the strategic plan. We will continue to work on course outcomes and syllabi to further the alignment.
FORM MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY PROGRAM OUTCOMES

Approval Signatures:

___________________________________________
________________________
Curriculum Committee Chair
Date

___________________________________________
________________________
Vice President for Instruction and Student Services
Date
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