	Introduction to Successful Learning -HMDV 110 
	QUARTER 20XX


Northwest Indian College

Instructor: MarCia McBride McGee, M.A., enrolled in the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
E-Mail: 	mmcgee@nwic.edu					Office Hours: see handout
Office: Old Library Annex (5A)					Office Phone: 360-392-4307

Optional Text or ebook:	   	The 7 Habits of Highly Effective College Students by Sean Covey
Required Supplies: 		Two tab-folders with dividers, paper and pen for taking notes
Class days: M T W Th  		Section B: 10:00 - 10:50 am 	4 credit hours
No class on Fridays

Course Description
Orientation class for new students designed to prepare students for success in college and in life. Focus is on development of solid academic skills, fostering resilience and effective life skills, clarifying personal identity, and developing a connection to the college community.

NWIC Institutional Outcomes
Native Leadership -To Acquire a Quality Education
Upon degree attainment, a successful student will be able to… 
· effectively communicate in diverse situations, from receiving to expressing information, both verbally and non-verbally
· use analytical and critical thinking skills to draw and interpret conclusions from multiple perspectives including Indigenous theory and methods
Community Minded – To Utilize Education through Work
Upon degree attainment, a successful student will be able to… 
· work cooperatively toward a common goal

[bookmark: _GoBack]Course Outcomes:
As a result of this course, students will be able to…
· Identify the compelling reasons for being and staying in college and the possible challenges to college success
· Develop a sense of responsibility for personal education and life. 
· Develop a clearly defined life plan and graduation plan.
· Demonstrate effective study skills and time and activity prioritization.
· Demonstrate communication skills including writing and presenting ideas.
· Develop collaborative and team-building skills.
· Demonstrate personal wellness and balance.

Course Values:
YOU ARE VALUED
You are important. Do not think that you won’t be missed if you don’t come to class. 
It takes a whole group contributing their spirit to make learning interesting and fun. Each of us has something to offer, something to teach based on our unique experiences. 

If life events get to be too much for you, as soon as you find yourself in trouble please come talk to me in my office! I won’t judge you, and I truly want you to succeed.

Please take me aside and tell me if there is anything in the course that offends you or opposes your cultural world view. We are in the lands of the Coast Salish tribes, but our students are of many nations and beliefs. I look forward to learning from each of you.

MANNERS AND RESPECT
Showing respect to the teacher and other students by coming to class and participating are a sign of maturity and honoring the spirit we all bring to the class.  

Good manners means absolutely no social media or phone use is permitted during class. Laptops are permitted for note-taking, research, and presentation development purposes only.

Class participation helps everyone. Doing the reading and participating in class discussions helps everyone to learn. If you look down, doodle, use your phone, and don’t pay attention it is disrespectful to the teacher and it hurts everyone.
WORK ETHIC AND PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY
College is your JOB now, and your grades are your paycheck. Grades are important because they are used to determine financial aid eligibility, scholarship applications, and college transfer admissions. Your grades are ultimately your responsibility. Ask yourself, would someone pay me for the quality of academic work I am doing? 

ASSIGNMENTS - A large part of college education is doing assignments and demonstrating your knowledge through homework, activities, presentations and tests. You have made the commitment to come to college this quarter. It is your responsibility to honor your commitment by doing your coursework with honor by doing your very best.  
Yes, you will have homework and reading to do. You might have pop quizzes on the reading.
LATE WORK: This class is to teach you study and time management skills, so work turned in more than 7 days late can get a grade no higher than a “C. If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to get the assignments you missed from the CANVAS page ASAP. 
TARDIES - Being on time shows respect for the teacher and for your classmates. Please arrive 5 minutes early to class and be prepared to start on time. Roll is taken exactly at the beginning of class. If you are tardy it is YOUR responsibility to communicate with me to change the attendance records. If you are more than 20 minutes late, it is considered an absence.
ATTENDANCE IS 15% OF YOUR FINAL GRADE. Lessons will build upon themselves during the quarter, much of it taught through videos we watch in class and work that we do in class, so it is important you attend every session.  Get in the habit of coming to class daily so that you have a cushion in case of illness, travel, or other problems later in the quarter. This is a college skill class, and the self-discipline of attending class is one skill you must develop to succeed in college. Financial Aid also keeps track of attendance through JICS.

Attendance grading is based on % of absences to the number of classes that month. Excused or unexcused, athletic team or not.  You can see your attendance % on CANVAS at the end of each month.
A+ (100%)      A (90%)      B (80%)      C (70%)      F: (69% or less )

INCOMPLETES: An “Incomplete” final grade may be issued to a student who has been making consistent progress and has regular attendance, but some essential requirement of the course has not been completed because of an unforeseen crisis such as severe health problems or death in the family stops you from finishing the quarter. YOU MUST REQUEST AN INCOMPLETE  BY THE END OF THE QUARTER. Students may have up to two quarters to finish the assignments that are missing. Other than for an Incomplete, grades can’t be changed after the end of the quarter.

HEALTHY COMMUNICATIONS: 
Know how to use the college webpage. You must have your student email account, JICS account, and CANVAS accounts set up.  You must check CANVAS weekly to check your assignments and grades and get any changes, announcements, or opportunities. On CANVAS you will be able to access most of your assignments and media for this course as well as send and receive messages from me. If you have any questions or concerns, email me at mmcgee@nwic.edu.

HONOR & INTEGRITY
Misconduct is cheating, the misrepresentation of a student’s work or impeding the ability of the instructor to fairly judge the work of other students. This may include turning in the work of another student, stealing a test, allowing another student to use your work, using your phone during a test, falsification of data, or plagiarism. All writings and activities that are turned in for credit are to be your own work in your own words. Always act with honor and integrity.


GRADING

	Your grade is based on:
	%
	
	Grade Scale

	Class activities and  assignments
	30%
	
	
	97-100
94-96
90-93 

	A+
A
A-
	The student has met or exceeded the HIGHEST level of the course requirements

	Reflection journals
	15%
	
	
	
	
	

	Research project presentation and team participation
	5%
	
	
	87-89
84-86
80-83
	B+
B
B-
	The student has met the course requirements ABOVE THE SATISFACTORY level

	Reading quizzes, tests, final 
	30%
	
	
	77-79
74-76
70-73
	C+
C
C-
	The student has met the course requirements at the SATISFACTORY level.

	Attendance
	15%
	
	
	
0-69
	
F
	The student has not met all of the course requirements at the satisfactory level and must RETAKE the class

	Community Participation: Service Learning project and reflection paper, Clan assessments of your contribution
	5%
	
	
	
	
	

	*
	Extra Credit opportunities may be given periodically throughout the quarter.



Your grades can affect your ability to get financial aid, scholarships, and your acceptance into other colleges. Remember, your grades are your paycheck!





Class Lesson Schedule XXXX Quarter 20XX (subject to change - see CANVAS for specific assignments and updates). Pop quizzes on the reading may happen at any time.

	Week 1
	Syllabus and course introduction
"Welcome to College" chapter from the  textbook
Getting organized, using your academic planner
Finding your compelling college motivation

	Week 2
	Finding your learning style  and assessing your study skills
Time management (Habit 3, pgs 137-144 from the textbook)
Resilience and grit to get though college
Setting academic goals for the quarter

	Week 3
	Introduction to the 7 Habits of Highly Effective College Students "Foundations of Leadership" chapter from the textbook
Class Clans assignment
Service learning project

	Week 4
	Academic goals update
"Habit 1: Be Proactive" chapter from the textbook

	Week 5
	Habit 1 continued
Historical trauma in Indigenous people
Breaking negative cycles
Test taking and critical thinking

	Week 6
	Midterms - Academic Planner check and Study Skills Workbook due 
Emerging Native Scholars Research Symposium assignment
"Habit 2:  Begin with the End in Mind" chapter 
Mission statement and goal setting
ENS topic and thesis due

	Week 7
	Your vision, mission and sense of place
Career goals
Academic goals update #2
Emerging Native Scholars Research Symposium preparation 
Quiz on Habits 1 and 2
"Habit 3: Put First Things First" chapter

	Week 8
	Emerging Native Scholars Research Symposium preparation 
"Habit 4: Think Win-Win" chapter 
Academic goals update #3
"Habit 5: Seek First to Understand, Then to be Understood" chapter

	Week 9
	NO SCHOOL MONDAY
Emerging Native Scholars Research Symposium final poster due
Quiz on Habits 3 to 5
"Habit 6: Synergize" chapter 

	Week 10
	Symposium research project rehearsal
Emerging Native Scholars Day presentations 
Habit 6 continued
Academic Goals update
"Habit 7: Sharpen the Saw" chapter

	Week 11
	"Habit 7: Sharpen the Saw" continued
Self-Assessments and final self-reflection journal due
“Tying it All Together” from text
Final on the 7 Habits 



