Northwest Indian College
Course: English 098 
Course Title: Foundations of Academic Writing II
Credits: 5
Meeting Times: 
Location: 
Instructor: 
Office: 
Office Hours: 
Contact Info: 
Email: 

NWIC MISSION STATEMENT
Through education, Northwest Indian College promotes indigenous self-determination and knowledge
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Builds on foundations of college English skills: Standard English usage, highlighting and annotating, close reading for main ideas, paragraphing, academic paper structure and thesis statement, MLA citation and basic research
Prerequisite: English 095 or placement test
NWIC Institutional Outcome:
NATIVE LEADERSHIP – To Acquire a Quality Education 
Educated Native leaders are essential to the survival and advancement of Tribes.  NWIC graduates are leaders in their own right and have the ability to communicate in diverse situations, listen deeply, think critically, and organize and articulate ideas.

Upon degree attainment, a successful student will be able to …
        1. effectively communicate in diverse situations, from receiving to expressing      
          information, both verbally and non-verbally 
        2. use analytical and critical thinking skills to draw and interpret conclusions from
          multiple perspectives including Indigenous theory and methods


COURSE OUTCOMES: As a result of this course, students will
•	Read a range of types of material, with an emphasis on informational texts and understand that close and critical reading/analysis allows writers to understand how and why texts create meaning.
•	Demonstrate that writing is a practice which involves a multi-stage, recursive and social process
•	Demonstrate Standard English in several modes of writing, most notably expository/ descriptive, summaries, five paragraph essays, and research paper
•	Demonstrate that writing is shaped by audience, purpose, and context, and show awareness in writings of how social systems operate and how they are studied, how history is studied, and some of the major trends and cultural organizers used to describe history
•	Demonstrate basic research skills and practices, MLA citation, and the role of information literacy in the practice of writing	
•	Articulate the ethical dimensions of writing

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

1. Students will begin to understand that throughout the history of the European influenced, post-contact Americas, the written word has been and will most likely continue to be the principle form of communication, therefore recognizing the importance of developing sound, foundational writing skills for both academic and employment opportunities.   
1. As a result of this course, students will not only begin to build upon and develop their foundational writing skills but will also have begun to familiarize themselves with topics and issues that specifically pertain to both the historic and contemporary relationship(s) between Native people, their respective tribes and the Federal Government (These are academically referred to as Social Discourses). It should be recognized that, for example, to understand the use of the term “Sovereignty” and its real life applications within tribal communities is considered foundational knowledge that all Native people should have or be striving to attain. It is only with such foundational skills and knowledge that Native people can begin to empower themselves, therefore affecting the social and economic growth of their people in a positive way.

[bookmark: _GoBack]GRADING: Final grades will be calculated in the following manner:

Attendance 25 / points
Weekly assignments 40 / points 
Final writing assignment 25 / points
Final MLA Quiz 10 / points

· A = 90 --- 100 / points
· B = 79 --- 89 / points
· C = 68 --- 78 / points
· D = 57 --- 67 / points
· F = 0 --- 56 / points


COURSE POLICIES:
· Students are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with all NWIC policies regarding student conduct.
· No cell-phones in any manner while classes are in session. 
· Be on time for every scheduled class meeting. When you show up late for class it disrupts your fellow students and your instructor. Don’t let being late for classes become a habit. BE ON TIME!
· Maximum attendance is critical. A large portion of your final grade is comprised of attendance points.
· ALL WEEKLY WRITING ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE BY MONDAY OF THE FOLLOWING WEEK BY 5PM. Late assignments will be accepted at half credit only if turned in within one day or 24 hours of the assignment deadline. See below.
· If you have received a paper back with a grade that you are not satisfied with, then you may have an opportunity to take my comments and/or go to the Writing Center for help in reworking your paper to improve your grade. 
· An absence will only be considered an excused absence when proper documentation is provided to the instructor. For example, a doctor’s note excusing you from having missed class. Do not let missing class become a habit. 
· The absolute final deadline for turning in your Final Paper is Friday, June 19 by 5pm.

Weekly Schedule:

Monday: Announcements, review last week and preview this week, college knowledge. 
Tuesday: Writing concept and practice, close reading aloud together, mid-week mini research homework assignment (due Wednesday).
Wednesday: Discuss Tuesday’s research question(s), grammar/punctuation/spelling review, vocabulary. Free write.
Thursday: Writing concept review and practice, close reading aloud together. 
Friday: Weekly review, discuss weekly writing assignment (due Monday)

Week One:  
· Introduction to syllabus, discuss Vocabulary Journals
· Read Leonard Pitts’ editorial together and discuss “real” history
· Mini research question: 5 facts about Vine Deloria Jr.
· Learning style inventory
· MLA formatting
· Writing assignment due the following Monday-Manifest Destiny and Doctrine of Discovery. MLA format, minimum one paragraph each, cite your source(s).
Week Two:  
· Introduction to the introductory paragraph/template
· Top 10 study skills and paraphrasing
· Mini research question: How much land did Natives lose in North America?
· Read Vine Deloria Jr. Behind the Trail of Broken Treaties Chapter 5 ‘The Doctrine of Discovery’ Highlight and annotate! Vocabulary Journal.
· View “Land Grab and Tribal Map”
1. Film; “America Before Columbus” Youtube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zF0_vg_hU4s Discuss the difference between European and Native worldview.
1. Assignment due the following Monday-MLA format, two-page narrative/descriptive imagining yourself and surroundings at first European contact.
Week Three:  
· The introductory paragraph-Thesis statement
· The Rhetorical Square
· Tips for College Writing https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/683/01/
· Mini research question: What is a worldview?
1. Read Vine Deloria Jr. Behind the Trail of Broken Treaties Chapter 5 ‘The Doctrine of Discovery’ Highlight and annotate! Vocabulary Journal.
1. Film: “The Age of Exploration” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=edb203NMrxE   Discuss the difference between European and Native worldview.
· Assignment due the following Monday-MLA format, two-page narrative/descriptive on an experience you have had with a difference in worldviews or white privilege. 
Week Four:  
1. Introduction to the Five Paragraph Essay-template and outline
1. Read ‘Worldviews’ Highlight and annotate! Vocabulary Journal.
1. Tips for College Writing-Directness https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/683/02/
1. Mini research question: What are 5 native plants or animals where you are from?
1. Film: “Colombian Exchange” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfzyU9zO0zg
1. Academic Citation 
1. Assignment due the following Monday. MLA format, five paragraph essay on the Colombian Exchange.
Week Five:  
· Five Paragraph Essay Continued
· MLA Parenthetical (in-text) Citation
· Read “What Europeans Saw” Highlight and annotate. Vocabulary Journal.
· Tips for College Writing-Objectivity https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/683/03/ 
· Editing and Revision Checklist
· Mini research question: Which Europeans came to your homeland first?
· Assignment due the following Monday. MLA format, five paragraph essay on Colonialism. Two outside sources (one primary and one secondary) cited in-text and works cited page.
Week Six:  
· Five Paragraph Essay Continued-Research
· MLA Citation-Works Cited
1. Read ‘Culture of Conquest” Highlight and annotate! Vocabulary Journal.
1. Tips for College Writing-Reasonability https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/683/04/
1. Mini research question: What does Sovereignty mean to Native peoples?
1. Film: “American Holocaust of American Indians” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTrbVf6SrCc 
1. Assignment due the following Monday-midterm
Week Seven: 
1. Five Paragraph Essay Continued-Research: Academic databases and peer-reviewed journals
1. Read ‘Culture of Conquest” Highlight and annotate! Vocabulary Journal.
1. Tips for College Writing-Conciseness  https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/683/05/
1. Mini research question:  Look up your treaty or corporation.
1. Discuss final paper
1. Assignment due the following Monday. MLA format, one page summary about your final paper topic.
(By the end of week seven, students will have decided on a topic for their final papers. Topics will be chosen from the topics that have and/or will be discussed during the quarter. Once a topic is chosen, it will be final and you will not be able to change your topic without a considerably good argument.)
Week Eight:  
· Final paper
1. ‘Indians and Europeans on the Northwest Coast: Historical Context’. Highlight and annotate! Vocabulary Journal.
1. Tips for College Writing-Revision https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/683/06/
1. Mini research question: What is the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples?
1. Assignment due the following Monday. Completed final paper template
(By the end of week eight, students will compile a list of potential main ideas they intend to use in support of their thesis statements)
Week Nine:  
· Final paper
· Read ‘Indians and Europeans on the Northwest Coast: Historical Context’. Highlight and annotate! Vocabulary Journal.
1. Tips for College Writing-Writing From Sources Glossary https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/683/07/
1. Mini research question: What is tribal nation building?
1. Assignment due the following Monday. MLA format, final paper introductory paragraph with thesis statement. 
(By the end of week nine, students will have compiled a list of potential outside sources to be used in support of their thesis statements and main ideas. Your final paper must include at a minimum of 3-5 outside sources. No more than two of those sources can be electronic sources and at least one must be a literary source other than the readings.)
Week Ten:  
· Final paper
1. ‘Indians and Europeans on the Northwest Coast: Historical Context’. Highlight and annotate! Vocabulary Journal.
1. Assignment due the following Monday. MLA format, final paper rough draft.
1. (During week ten, students will be given the opportunity to receive input on their most current draft of their final paper. This is not mandatory; however, it is extremely advisable and will only serve to further ensure you do as well as possible on your final. A portion of the tenth week will be dedicated toward the completion of the last weekly assignment and the final paper.)
Week Eleven:   
· Work on final paper final draft. One-on-one with instructor and reviewed by another instructor or a writing tutor (selfie required with instructor/tutor!)



Rubric for Scoring College Essays 
Use this rubric to assess the effectiveness of academic essays. It is arranged according to the primary traits of effective writing. 
_____ Stimulating Ideas The writing . . . 
· focuses on a specific topic clearly expressed in a thesis statement. 
· contains specific facts, examples, and quotations to support the thesis. 
· displays critical thinking. 
· thoroughly informs and engages the reader. 
_____ Logical Organization 
· follows a well-chosen pattern of organization established in the thesis. 
· forms a meaningful whole, including a clear beginning, a strong middle, and an effective ending. 
· establishes a unified, coherent line of thinking. 
· uses transitions to link ideas. 
_____ Appropriate Voice
• employs a level of language suitable for the topic and audience. • shows the writer’s commitment to the topic. 
_____ Original Word Choice 
· explains or defines unfamiliar or complicated terms. 
· contains specific nouns and active verbs. 
· includes unbiased, fair language appropriate for the topic. 
_____ Fluent Sentences 
· flows smoothly from one idea to the next. 
· exhibits a variety of sentence beginnings, lengths, and structures. 
_____ Correct, Accurate Copy 
· adheres to the basic rules of correctness. 
· follows the format established by the instructor. 
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