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ARTD 161 – Flute Making  – Spring 2015
Class Time: TR 1:00 – 2:30 pm

 

Location: CAC
Instructor: Peter Ali 





Office: contact instructor
Email: pali@nwic.edu 




Phone: 360-

Office Hours: TBA
NWIC MISSION STATEMENT
Through education, Northwest Indian College promotes indigenous self-determination and knowledge.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Focuses on the role of the flute in Native American cultures. Presents the history and traditions of the flute within specific Native cultures focused on the construction and playing of Native flutes. Instruction will support students in constructing and playing their own flutes made using traditional designs with traditional materials. Prerequisite: none. (HP) 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

NWIC Outcomes:

· demonstrate knowledge of what it means to be a people 
· exhibit a sense of place
Course specific outcomes

· construct a traditional Native American flute
· Describe how the flute produces sound

· play at least three songs on the flute

· describe the role of the flute in a specific Native American culture

· discuss the contributions of current Native American flutists

GRADING: Students will be graded on 

1) the quality of the flute they create   (50%)
2) a midterm paper about Native American flutes,  (20%)
3) a final performance on their flute in front of the class (30%)
COURSE POLICIES:

· Courtesy: Students are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with all NWIC policies regarding student conduct. This classroom will follow a protocol of respect especially during lively debates on subject matter. 
· Keep your instructor informed of any circumstance that may prevent you from attending class or completing assignments in a timely manner. An absence will only be considered an excused absence when proper documentation is provided to the instructor, i.e. a doctor’s note excusing you from having missed class. Do not let missing class become a habit. It is much easier to stay caught up with your assignments than it is to get caught up with your assignments. 
· Maximum attendance is critical. Students who have more than 5 unexcused absences will not pass the course automatically. There will be a wealth of material and information presented and / or discussed in class. In order to ensure your success and subsequently the success of your fellow students in English 236, it is of the utmost importance that you attend every class session and be continually aware of the fact that attendance comprises a large portion of your final, overall grade. Arrangements to make-up missed classes will usually require at least two hours for each class period missed. 
· Out of respect for your fellow students and your instructor, be on time for every scheduled class meeting. When you show up late for class it disrupts your fellow students and your instructor. Don’t let being late for class to become a habit. BE ON TIME!

· Students are prohibited from using cell-phones in any manner, while class is in session, including texting. If you have a family emergency that needs monitoring, please inform the instructor at the beginning of class. 
· Students are prohibited from smoking or using eCigarettes in class or within 20 feet of any entrance.

	
	Topics Covers

	Week 1
	Introduction/ Welcome. 

Students view a 30min PBS video about the local Washington family that makes the flute kits we will use.

The cedar flute kits are presented to the students, and each student chooses the one that speaks to him/her.

	Week 2
	Students are introduced to guest speaker Paul Wagner, a Native American flutist, storyteller, and flute maker. Paul is Coast Salish and Sannich from BC. He gives his perspective on playing the Native flute with demonstration. He provides flutes so that the students can play along with him.  

	Week 3
	Students start working on their flutes. They receive instruction on construction of the flute, as well as how the instrument produces sound.

	Week 4
	Students learn to play using premade flutes. They continue working on their own flutes. Music books will also be issued.

	Week 5
	Work on flutes/ practice playing. Guest Speaker

	Week 5
	Work on flutes/ practice playing. 

Midterm (paper based on experiences from previous week’s speaker)

	Week 6
	Students view a documentary of five Native American contemporary flutists as they share stories. Class discussion follows the movie.

	Week 7
	Work on flutes/ practice songs.

	Week 8
	Guest speaker.

	Week 9
	Students work on flutes/ practice songs

	Week 10
	Students finish their flutes which involves dipping them and finalizing art work.

They will also pick a song to play for last class for their final.

	Week 11
	Last class. Students put finishing touches on their flutes.

Final (play a song on their newly made flute in front of the class) 
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