    Math 99 B: Intermediate Algebra (5 CR)







Spring 2014
SYLLABUS

Instructor:  Jamielee Kamkoff (<jamieleekamkoff@gmail.com>)

Office Hours/Location:  Math and Writing Center (bldg 5; basement of the library)   

Tuesday, Thursday: 6:00 – 7:00 and Monday - Friday: 12:00 – 3:00

Class Time: Monday – Thursday 3:00 - 3:50

Room:  LAC-1

Phone: (360) 392 - 4235

Course Description: Extends the fundamentals of algebra including systems of linear equations; factoring polynomials; rational expressions (equivalence, common denominators, multiplication and division); square roots (simplification, addition and multiplication); and solutions and graphs of quadratic equations (including the quadratic formula). Emphasis is on multiple representations of algebraic objects.
College Outcomes: 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of…

· effectively communicate in diverse situations, from receiving to expressing information, both verbally and non-verbally,
· meet the technological challenges of a modern world,
· work cooperatively toward a common goal.
Prerequisite: C- or better in MATH 98, placement test or permission of instructor. 
Textbook: No required text 
Student Email:
All students receive an <@stu.nwic.edu> email account upon enrollment. All official notifications about your bookstore voucher code, Moodle, financial aid, scholarship and internship opportunities, and student evaluations are done through your <@stu.nwic.edu> email account. 

Your email address is your first initial and last name@stu.nwic.edu For example, Joe Student would be <jstudent@stu.nwic.edu>. If there is more than one “jstudent,” Joe might be jstudent1@stu.nwic.edu.

You can access your nwic.edu email account from any browser by going to the www.nwic.edu website and clicking “email login.” 
Technology Policies:  Out of respect for your instructor and other students in the class please refrain from wearing headphones during class.  Please avoid any unnecessary texting and silence your phone before coming to class. You may not use the calculator on your phone during quizzes/tests.  I recommend you purchase a graphing calculator to bring to class and to use on tests/quizzes. 

Attendance:  Attendance is crucial to your success in this class.  Most of class time is spent on you actually doing math.  The expectation is that you are present every day and participate in class.  If you are going to miss class, contact me as soon as possible (preferably ahead of time).  We can work out a plan for you to stay up on the work. 

Class policies: I do not accept late homework, you will have multiple opportunities to show me what you know. Menus may be re-graded with me before the re-grade due date.
Expectations and Format of Class:

· You will build a portfolio of your work throughout the quarter.  
· There will be 5 quizzes. 
· There will be a midterm which will serve the purpose of allowing you to demonstrate an understanding on any of the learning outcomes that you have not previously met

· There will be a final which will serve the purpose of allowing you to demonstrate an understanding on any of the learning outcomes that you have not previously met

· You may give a presentation in the final week of the quarter

College courses have learning goals called “course outcomes”.  The course outcomes are what you should be able to do by the time you finish the course.  The list of outcomes is in purple and green on page four. In this class you will be graded mainly on your understanding of the course outcomes.  I’ll track over the quarter your understanding on each of the outcomes using the scale below:

	I for Incomplete:
	This means there is not enough information for me to decide (usually because an assignment was not turned in or left blank)

	B for Beginning
	This means you have shown me you have some understanding at least once

	D for Developing
	This means you have shown me you have some understanding multiple times and in multiple places (such as on homework/quizzes/menu/during class time)

	A for Accomplished
	This means you have consistently shown me you can do the outcome in question multiple times and in multiple places. Note: I take into account improvement over time.


Example scenario:  One of the learning goals says “students should be able to add square roots”.  You will work on this all through the quarter. As your understanding gets stronger I will change your grade from beginning to developing to accomplished. This reflects the idea that people learn over time and that real understanding comes from making lots of mistakes and learning from them. There are no “points” in this class. You cannot “lose points” by not turning something in. However if you are not present most days and do not turn in most assignments it is difficult to learn enough to pass.
COURSE OUTCOMES

· Make mathematical conclusions based on pertinent information and interpret them in context

· Use multiple representations (graphical, algebraic, geometric, contextual) of expressions and equations consistently and fluently.

· Define, identify, and give examples of equivalent linear, quadratic and rational expressions.

· Factor the greatest common factor from an expression; factor trinomials.

· Define and demonstrate what it means for a number to be a solution to linear and quadratic equations, inequalities, and systems of equations.

· Solve systems of linear equations


· Solve quadratic equations by factoring and using the Quadratic Formula

· Convert among the various representations of quadratic change (graphs, formulas, tables, context-based)

· Develop concepts of irrational numbers defined by square roots

· Reduce, add and multiply expressions involving square roots

These course outcomes support this NWIC Outcome: Use analytical and critical thinking skills to draw and interpret conclusions from multiple perspectives including indigenous theory and methods
For a C grade you will

	· Demonstrate a developing understanding of all of the learning outcomes

· Demonstrate a developing understanding on the menu rubric at least once


For a B grade you will

· Demonstrate at least a developing understanding of all of the learning outcomes

· Demonstrate an accomplished understanding of at least half of the learning outcomes

· Pass the quadratic formula quiz or present on a task that you develop

· Demonstrate a developing understanding on the menu rubric at least once

· Demonstrate a developing understanding on the test rubric at least once

For an A grade you will

· Demonstrate at least a developing understanding of all of the learning outcomes

· Demonstrate an accomplished understanding of at least 18 of the 25 learning outcomes

· Pass the quadratic formula quiz

· Present on a task that you develop

· Demonstrate an accomplished understanding on the menu rubric at least once

· Demonstrate an accomplished understanding on the test rubric at least once

I mention a “menu rubric” and a “test rubric”.  These are tools for how I will grade your portfolios and your quizzes.  If you want to see them they are attached at the end of the syllabus.

Student Support Services
Academic Advising

Academic advising is provided to students by advisors in Student Services or by a faculty member as applicable. The academic advisor will assist students in registering online or in signing the quarterly enrollment form and provide the necessary information to ensure adequate course selection for the student’s intended program of study. Advisors offer assistance to students in understanding degree requirements, planning schedules, long term academic planning, understanding financial aid information and monitoring satisfactory academic progress. Students should schedule appointments with their advisor to verify that courses they have selected apply to their degree program prior to quarterly registration.

Counseling

Personal counseling is available to students who are experiencing difficulties that may impede their academic progress. Short term counseling emphasis is on providing support, handling difficult situations, and accessing community resources. Small group workshops are offered for a variety of concerns that students encounter such as college transition, career planning, success strategies, and crisis management.

Math and Writing Center

The Math and Writing Center is a safe haven that provides academic support for all students. Peer and professional tutors provide individual and small group tutoring. The Math and Writing Center is located in building 6 (the red building next to the library). For questions or special tutoring arrangements you can reach us at (360) 392-4235 or just come see us!

Coordinator: Cassandra Cook
On-hand tutors: Zach Bunton, Aissa Yazzie, Rosanna Razor, Chris Lane

Other Math Faculty:  Cassandra Cook, Matteo Tamburini, JiaJia Chang
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