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Syllabus

ECED 116C
Teaching-by-Connection Support Group
Section N
One (1) Credit (NE)
Quarter: 
Spring 2014
Location: 
DL 1
Instructor:
Name:
Shelley Macy
Phone: 392-4227 or 961-6170 (cell)
Email 
smacy@nwic.edu
Office:  FAC 202
Office Hours: 8-10 am M and W

Class Location: Lummi Campus ____
Course Description:  Develops early childhood professionals’ abilities to use adult-to-adult listening tools for mutual benefit and the benefit of children and families. Builds linkages among listening, emotional release, goal setting, and leadership. Supports increasingly positive functioning for quality care, indigenous self-determination, and social change
This course is designed to provide opportunities for ongoing learning and support for ECE teachers. Students may engage in one credit per quarter for up to six (6) quarters. Courses need not be taken in any particular order.
ECED 116A 
Teaching by Connection Support Group
ECED 116B
Developing Effective Listening Partnerships
ECED 116C
Teaching by Connection Support Group Leadership Skills
ECED 116D
Setting Goals with Teaching by Connection
ECED 116E
Building a Teaching by Connection Support Network
ECED 116F
Teaching by Connection for Social Change and Indigenous Self-determination.
Prerequisite for each course:  ECED 107 
Primary Texts: 
Listening Partnerships for Parents by Patty Wipfler. 2006. Hand in Hand Parenting. ISBN 1-891670-00-X. 
Building Emotional Understanding Parents’ and Caregivers’ Guide. Patricia Wipfler, 2006. Hand in Hand Parenting. Palo Alto, CA. (no ISBN)
Additional materials: Selected articles & podcasts from www.handinhandparenting.org
Selected booklets from Hand in Hand Parenting, including Leading a Parent Resource Group (for ECED 116C and E).
OUTCOMES:

A. Course Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, you will be able to do the following (the highlighted items are specific to this credit of ECED 116):
	1. Use specific listening skills and tools that are based upon respect, confidentiality, and thinking about one another. 

ECED 116A 
Listen without interruption during Support Groups. 

ECED 116B
Engage in confidential Listening Partnerships.
ECED 116C
Explain and model listening skills during in-class Listening Partnerships and Support Groups. 

ECED 116D
Offer listening that assists your partner in setting goals professionally, personally, and/or as a student. 

ECED 116E
Set up and engage in Listening Partnerships between classes with each class participant (up to 10) during the course of the quarter. 

ECED 116F
Using Listening Partnerships and Support Groups, encourage and listen to each person’s expressions of strength within their own identities such as tribal member, member of the global majority, female, male, young person, adult, spiritual person, person with a disability, and so on..



	2. Create safety for others to express thoughts and feelings.

ECED 116A 
Explain and maintain confidentiality and a caring attitude towards others

ECED 116B
Engage in Listening Partnerships with attention to encouraging and assisting the thoughtful release of tension.
ECED 116C
Explain to the class the importance of acceptance of one another and encouragement of tension release.
ECED 116D
Demonstrate non-judgmental attention and confidence in others while listening to and encouraging goal setting. 

ECED 116E
Take initiative in setting up and completing Listening Partnerships. 

ECED 116F
Encourage and listen with respect, and caring to each person’s thoughts and feelings concerning their own experiences of oppressions such as colonization, sexism, racism, men’s oppression, young people’s oppression, able-bodied-ism, language oppression, religious oppression and so on. 

	3. Reclaim the ability to use emotional release processes fully.
ECED 116A 
Notice and describe changes in the level of support for your own emotional release through the course of the quarter.

ECED 116B
Extend the duration of Listening Partnerships, practicing the decision to use Listening Partnership time for emotional release. 

ECED 116C
Model the use of at least two emotional release processes during in-class Support Groups.
ECED 116D
Use the attention of the Support Group and/or Listening Partnership to set goals for yourself personally, professionally, and as a student. 

ECED 116E
Engage in Support Groups and Listening Partnerships to explore feelings and attitudes to strengthen your own initiative. 

ECED 116F
Decide to act against oppression, using Listening Partnerships and Support Group turns to release feelings that may arise. 

	4. Incorporate weekly use of peer listening tools as a means for increasing the ability to listen well to children. 

ECED 116A 
Notice, reflect upon, and describe how being listened to in Support Group affects your abilities to listen to children. 

ECED 116B
Notice, reflect upon, and describe how being listened to in Listening Partnerships affects your abilities to listen to children.  

ECED 116C
Explain the importance of being listened to oneself as preparation for listening well to children. 

ECED 116D
Set goals for ongoing, weekly Listening Partnerships and Support Groups for yourself. 

ECED 116E
 As a class, organize a one-time Teaching by Connection Gathering of early childhood students and teachers for a Support Group.

ECED 116F
Describe the role of the oppression of children as the foundation for all oppressions.

	5. Encourage the development of a caring network of people using peer listening tools for one another’s growth and empowerment.

ECED 116A 
Extend thoughtfulness and attention as you listen to each person’s turn in the support group. 

ECED 116B
 In class, share your insights and questions about the practice of Listening Partnerships. 

ECED 116C
 Under the guidance of the instructor, take on such leadership roles as setting up speaking order and being primary listener during a Support Group. 

ECED 116D
Use Support Group and Listening Partnerships for setting goals around liberation issues. 

ECED 116E
 Share at least one issue of oppression and liberation at our one-time Teaching by Connection Gathering for teachers and ECE students. 

ECED 116F: Engage one another in listening to and supporting commitments to ending every form of humans harming humans.




B. Program Outcome addressed in this course:
ECE Program outcome #5: Integrity, advocacy, and commitment to the field of ECE (commonly referred to as “professionalism”). Upon degree attainment, student will be able to…
5c. Display warmth, joy, and attention with a commitment to relationship-based care and education.
C. NWIC Institutional Outcome: 
COMMUNITY-MINDED – To Utilize Education Through Work

Indigenous knowledge advances the capacity of tribes.  NWIC graduates acquire the skills to identify their role as a community member, including how they are integral to advancing the collective good of the community.

Upon degree attainment, a successful student will be able to …

8. work cooperatively toward a common goal

Culture & Tradition: As Native people, our cultures have a strong tradition of cherishing our children, building strong families, and creating circles where each person is heard. This course engages those traditions in its teaching methods, assignments, theory, and practice. 
Course Requirements
· Come to class.
· Learn all you can.

· Get regular listening partnerships (weekly minimum of at least 15 minutes each)
· Read “Listening Partnerships for Parents”

· Share what you are learning and what you are curious about.

· Treat each other well. 
Course Policies: 
Make this class a “screen-free” zone except when using a gadget as a timer.

Respect and Courtesy—of course.

On children in class:

I want you to find care for your precious child(ren) away from our classroom. Please talk with me if this is presenting problems. 
We value young people! And we value learning. Since our college classroom will not have activities and an environment that are developmentally appropriate for children, and since the presence of young ones will change the format and content of the class, we will find ourselves unable to engage in the one hour of support group if they come. Surely we could learn other things, but that is not the purpose of this class. 
I am confident we can find a solution if we think together, so come talk with me if this is an issue for you. 
Grading and Evaluation:  Grading is based on successful demonstration of effort to engage:

· In Listening Partnerships
· In Support Group
· In discussion

· With the readings

· Grades are generally assigned as follows:
· 90-100% 




 
= S
· 80-89% 





= S
· 70-79%





= S
· 60-69%





= U
· Below 60% 





= U
To go the extra mile (think of this as insurance for a passing grade, AND you will learn more)

· Be involved with the materials and one another

· Cheer each other on

· Be engaged and show lively interest in the class.
· Read the assigned pages of Listening Partnerships for Parents or the Hand in Hand Article or listen to the Podcast before class.
Special Note Regarding Incompletes:  If you have a verifiable emergency that prevents completion of the course on time, and if you have at least 70% of the course done, you may request a temporary “Incomplete” grade (you must let me know if you want an “I” because you and I have to fill both sign an Incomplete form by the end of the 8th week of the quarter.) 
Then you work as quickly as you can to finish up whatever isn’t done--the sooner the better, of course. If you finish in the agreed-upon time, your grade will be higher than “IS” (the “I” will precede the grade).  If you do nothing more, then you will receive the “IU.” 

Please ask if you have any questions about this or any grading issue. Thanks so much!

Written and Other Assignments:  
· Do a Listening Partnership between classes. 
· Keep track of readings and Listening Partnerships

· As part of our ongoing efforts to understand what works for YOU, I will ask you to write your thoughts in a journal or on a questionnaire. Each class is brief, and I want to know what is working for you, what would be better, and insights you are gathering.

· Everyone will get to choose an article from Hand in Hand Parenting to read and share with the rest of us during the quarter.  

All six (6) one credit courses use Listening Partnerships for Parents and Building Emotional Understanding as the basic texts. 

Additionally, we’ll read Hand in Hand materials specific to the focus of each credit. 

Readings





        Page #

Date dues
ECED 116A Teaching by Connection Support Groups
1. Listening Partnerships for Parents (LPP)     

1-15

3rd class mtg

2. LPP






16-29

4th class mtg

3. LPP






29-38

5th class mtg

4. LPP






38-50

6th class mtg

5. “Being ‘In Control:’ The Possible and the Impossible in Parenting”
7th class mtg

6. “We’re doing our best!”





8th class mtg

7. One Hand in Hand Article or podcast of your choice—to read and share

ECED 116B Developing Effective Listening Partnerships
1. Listening Partnerships for Parents (LPP)     

1-15

3rd class mtg
2. LPP






16-29

4th class mtg
3. LPP






29-38

5th class mtg
4. LPP






38-50

6th class mtg
5. One Hand in Hand Article or Podcast of your choice to read and share










7th class mtg
8-11th classes

ECED 116C Teaching by Connection Support Group Leadership Skills
1. Listening Partnerships for Parents (LPP)     

1-15

3rd class mtg

2. LPP






16-29

4th class mtg

3. LPP






29-38

5th class mtg

4. LPP






38-50

6th class mtg

5. Leading a Parent Resource Group




7-11th class

ECED 116D Setting Goals with Teaching by Connection
1. Listening Partnerships for Parents (LPP)     

1-15

3rd class mtg

2. LPP






16-29

4th class mtg

3. LPP






29-38

5th class mtg

4. LPP






38-50

6th class mtg

5. Hand in Hand Article or podcast pertinent to your goals—to read and share










7-11th class

ECED 116E Building a Teaching by Connection Support Network
1. Listening Partnerships for Parents (LPP)     

1-15

3rd class mtg

2. LPP






16-29

4th class mtg

3. LPP






29-38

5th class mtg

4. LPP






38-50

6th class mtg

5. Hand in Hand Article or podcast pertinent to networks of support—to read and share








7-11th class

ECED 116F Teaching by Connection for Social Change and Indigenous Self-determination
1. Listening Partnerships for Parents (LPP)     

1-15

3rd class mtg

2. LPP






16-29

4th class mtg

3. LPP






29-38

5th class mtg

4. LPP






38-50

6th class mtg

5. “Inoculating Children Against Racism” 



7th class mtg
6. “Helping Children Exposed to Shocking Events”


8th class mtg
7. Hand in Hand articles or podcasts of your choice to read and share 
9-11th classes
Shelley Macy
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