Northwest Indian College

TMSD 360: Museum Collections Management 

Instructor: Megon Noble, M.A.

Contact: 685-3849 or megnoble@u.washington.edu 

Office hours: available by appointment

Class lectures and laboratories, Burke Museum or selected tribal museums to be arranged.

Fridays 1-5 pm; Saturdays 8:30 am – 4:30 pm 

Course Description

Designed to prepare students for careers in tribal collections management through lectures, readings, fieldtrips, and projects.  Focuses on practical issues related to collections management ranging from basics of artifact handling, artifact storage, preventive conservation, cataloging, as well as accessioning, deaccessioning, loans, and related legal/ethical issues.

The collections management principles and practices discussed will focus on both general professional practices as well as those aspects which are tribal specific, e.g. tribal language oriented cataloging, restrictive access to and/or handling of sacred objects, and, specialized tribal approaches to conservation and storage to ensure the tribal ‘integrity’ of objects.

Course Prerequisite
ENGL 101 or permission of instructor

Course Outcomes - As a result of this course, students will be able to…

1. effectively communicate in diverse situations, from receiving to expressing information, both verbally and non-verbally (NWIC Institutional Outcome)
2. List appropriate environmental storage conditions for Native American museum objects

3. Identify proper storage materials

4. Complete object condition reports and catalog records 
5. Describe accessioning/deaccessioning processes and their implementation 
6. List and describe tenets of effective collections management policy

7. Arrange for either outgoing or incoming loans

8. Identify legal issues relating to acquisition and management of collections

9. Write a Disaster Preparedness Plan

10. Describe an effective Integrated Pest Management Plan

11. Describe main points of NAGPRA
Course Requirements and Grading


10%
Participation

30%
Assignments


30%
Midterm exam

30%
Final exam

Reminder: Please be certain to turn off all cell phones and pagers prior to entering the lab and/or classroom. 

Required Text:
Ogden, Sherelyn, ed.

     2004 Caring for American Indian Objects: A Practical and Cultural Guide. 
Minnesota Historical Society Press, St. Paul, MN. 

Optional Texts:

Buck, Rebecca A. and Jean Allman Gilmore, eds.  

     1998  The New Registration Methods.  American Association of Museums, Washington, DC.
Demeroukas, Marie. 

1998 Basic Condition Reporting: a Handbook. Southeastern Registrars Association.

Pinniger, David.

     2001  Pest Management in Museums, Archives and Historic Houses. Archetype 

Publications, 
London.

Ritzenhaler, Mary L. and Diane L Vogt-O'Connor, with Helena Zinkham, Brett Carnell, 
Kit A. Peterson
    2006 Photographs: Archival Care and Management. Society of American Archivists.

Rose, Carolyn L., and Amparo R. de Torres, eds. 

     1995  Storage of Natural History Collections: Ideas and Practical Solutions. Society 

for the 
Preservation of Natural History Collections, Iowa City, Iowa.

National Film Preservation Foundation 

2004 The Film Preservation Guide: The Basics for Archives, Libraries, and Museums.  San Francisco, CA. (Available for free download at http://www.filmpreservation.org/)

************************************************************************

In the event of severe weather conditions or emergency, please contact Northwest Indian College at ….for information about class closures.  In addition, please check your e-mail before coming to class.
************************************************************************

Course Schedule
Session 1a:   
Collections Management basics; environmental controls and storage methods


Assigned reading:

Ogden p. 1-10, 15-20, 57-61

Buck and Gilmore Handling p. 45-48, Preventative Conservation p.103-108, Storage p. 109-116 

Rose, Hawks, and Genoways Preventative Conservation p. 1-21

Heritage Collection Council

1998 Humidity and Temperature.  In reCollections: Caring for Collections Across Australia.  Canberra, Australia.

Heritage Collection Council

     1998   Handling.  In reCollections: Caring for Collections Across Australia.  
Canberra, Australia.

Reilly, James M.

     1998  Storage Guide for Color Photographic Materials.  Image Permanence Institute, 
Rochester, New York.  

Collections Tour: Burke Museum Ethnology

Session 1b:   Accessioning/ Deaccessioning; 

Guest Presentation: Randal Melton, Curator, Tamastslkit Cultural Institution (tentative)
Ogden p. 99-110

Buck and Gilmore Acquisitions and Accessioning p. 157-166, Deaccessions p. 167- 177

Case, Mary.  

     1995  What Registrars Do All Day.  In Registrars on Record, edited by Mary Case, 
pp. 13-44.  American Association of Museums, Washington, D.C.

Malaro, Marie

     1998   A Legal Primer on Managing Museum Collections.pp. 60-118, 203-215  
Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington, D.C. 

Session 1c:   

Artifact Cleaning, Labeling, and Storage Methods, including storage mounts and specialized containers.  

Assigned reading:

Ogden p. 214-227

Buck and Gilmore Numbering p. 43-44
Rose, Hawks, and Genoways Macro and Micro Environments p.123-135

Conserve O Gram 1/4, 7/5, 8/1


Session 2a: 

Field Trip: Squaxin Island Museum Library and Research Center (tentative)
Assignment #1: Accessioning Case Study Due

Kreps, Christina F.

     2003  Indigenous models of museums, curation, and concepts of cultural heritage 

preservation.  In Liberating Culture: Cross-cultural perspectives on museums, curation and heritage preservation, pp. 46-78.  Routeledge, New York. 

Session 2b: 
Class held at Squaxin Island (??)

Condition Reports and Cataloging.
Buck and Gilmore Documentation p. 1-14, Measuring p. 49-52, Condition Reporting p. 53-64

Lord, Allyn. 

1998  Condition Reports: Basketry and Textiles.  In Basic Condition Reporting edited by Priscilla O’Reilly and Allyn Lord, pp. 27-34, 145-150.  Southeast Registrars Association, Bartow, FL.

Savatsky, Stacey

1998  Condition Reports: Ethnographic Collections.  In Basic Condition Reporting edited by Priscilla O’Reilly and Allyn Lord, pp. 27-34.  Southeast Registrars Association, Bartow, FL.

Bruckner, Geraldine.   

     1979  A Standard Terminology for Describing Objects in a Museum of Anthropology. 
In Museum Registration Method, edited by Dudley and Wilkinson, pp. 267-280.  
American Association of Museums, Washington, D.C. 

Session 2c: 

Class held at Squaxin Island

Databases and Condition Reporting/Cataloging Lab
Session 3a:   

Organic Materials

Ogden p. 111-134, 143-153, 160-164

Collections Tour: Burke Museum Archaeology

Session 3b:   Midterm Exam; Inorganic Materials

Ogden p. 135-142, 154-159, 165-176

Session 3c:  
Paper, Photographs, Video, and Digital Media

Assigned reading:

Ogden 178-190, 198-208

Rose and de Torres 277- 282

Bromberg, Nicolette and Hannah Palin with Libby Burke

Washington State Film Preservation Manual: Low-cost & No-cost Suggestions to Care for Your Film.  University of Washington, Seattle.

Norris, Debbie Hess.  

     1992  Photographs. In Caring for Your Collections, edited by A. W. Schultz, pp. 64-
75.  National Institute for the Conservation of Cultural Property, New York.

National Film Preservation Foundation 2004  Understanding Film and How It Decays.  In The Film Preservation Guide: The Basics for Archives, Libraries, and Museums.pp. 6-18. National Film Preservation Foundation, San Francisco, CA.

Tuttle, Craig A.

     1995  An Ounce of Preservation: A Guide to the Care of Papers and Photographs, pp. 
55-61. Rainbow Books, Highland City, FL.

Ritzenhaler, Mary L. and Diane L Vogt-O'Connor, with Helena Zinkham, Brett Carnell, Kit A Peterson
     2006 Photographs: Archival Care and Management pp. 298-321. Society of 

American Archivists.
Session 4a:   
Collections Management Policies and related issues of access and community relations.

Assignment #2: Catalog record and condition report due
Assigned reading:

Buck and Gilmore Collections Management Policies p. 221-223

Malaro, Marie.  1998 Collection Management Policies A Legal Primer on Managing Museum Collections, pp. 45-57.  Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington DC.

Squaxin Island Tribal Museum Collection Management Policy

Burke Museum Collections Management Policy

The Wing Luke Asian Museum Collections Policy

The Henry Art Gallery Collections Policy

Issaquah Historical Society Policy

Alutiq Museum

Tamastslkit Cultural Institution

Collections Tour: Wing Luke Asian Museum tentative
Session 4b: 
Incoming Loans, Abandoned Loans, Outgoing Loans, Shipping, and Insurance

Assigned reading:

Buck and Gilmore- Loans 177-188, Old Loans 281-288, Insurance 239-246, Packing and Crating, Shipping, Import and Export, and Couriering131-155

Rose, Hawks, and Genoways Storage Equipment 255-305 Photography 95-102

Rose and de Torres- Compactor pp. 235-240, 

Materials and Supplies 299-330 (review)

Conserve O Gram 2/20, 17/1, 17/2, 17/3, 17/4

Heritage Collection Council

     1998   Transportation.  In recollections: Caring for Collections Across Australia.  
Canberra, Australia

Session 4c: 
Legal and Ethical Issues in Collections Management



Assigned readings:

Lidman, Russel and Michael Bisesi

     2005  The Welcome Pole: Public Art, Process, and Controversy.  In The Journal of 
Arts Management, Law and Society. pp. 245-261.

Fine-Dare, Kathleen S. 

     2002  Grave Injustice: The American Indian Repatriation Movement and NAGPRA,   
pp. 1-46. University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln, NE.

Isaac, Barbara.

     2002  Implementation of NAGPRA: the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and 
Ethnology, Harvard.  In The Dead and their Possessions: Repatriation in 
Principle, Policy, and Practice, edited by Cressida Fforde, Jane Hubert, and Paul 
Turnbull.  pp. 160-170.  Routledge, London.


Kreps, Christina F.

2003 Reclaiming the spirit of culture: Native Americans and cultural restitution. In 

Liberating Culture: Cross-cultural perspectives on museums, curation and heritage preservation, pp. 79-113.  Routeledge, New York. 

Session 5a:  Class held at the Tulalip Tribes

Assignment #3: Loan Response Due

Session 5b: 
Class held at the NWIC Tulalip Campus (tentative)

Disaster Preparedness: Security, Earthquakes, Fire, Flood, Volcanoes and 

Integrated Pest Management and Pesticide Contamination
Assigned reading:

Buck and Gilmore p. 237-254

Rose, Hawks, and Genoways p. 51-99

Rose and De Torres Emergency Cart p. 285-287
Ogden p. 69-81

Buck and Gilmore Integrated Pest Management 255-267

Nason, James

     2001  Dangerous Collections!: Pesticides on Museum Materials.  In History News, 
pp. 21-25.

Pinniger, David

2001 Pest Management in Museums, Archives and Historic Houses.pp. 47-62.   

Archetype Publications, Ltd., London.

Sadongei, Alyce, Leigh Kuwanwisiwma, and Micah Loma’omvaya.  

     2005 Describing the Problem: Contaminated Artifacts and Hopi Cultural Use.  In Old 
Poisons, New Problems: A Museum Resources for Managing Contaminated 
Cultural Materials, pp. 1-3.  Altamira Press Walnut Creek, CA.

Session 5c:  

Class held at the NWIC Tulalip Campus (tentative)

Final Exam
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