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ECED 106
Guidance in Early Childhood  
Sections N & TC

3 credits

Wednesdays 

September __ through December __, 2014
5:30 pm to 8:20 pm

COURSE SYLLABUS

Fall 2014

NOTE: Syllabus may change at instructor’s discretion over the course of the quarter. 

 

Locations:

Lummi Campus—DL-2

PGST NWIC iTV Classroom

Tulalip NWIC iTV Classroom

Muckleshoot NWIC iTV Classroom

Swinomish NWIC iTV Classroom 

Hello!

My name is Shelley Macy, and I am your instructor for this course 

Here is my contact information—

Email 


smacy@nwic.edu
Office Location
FAC 202 (Building 4)

Office Hours
M  8 am – noon 

Th 8 am – 11 am

F   8 am – noon (except Oct.12 & Nov. 9)

And T, W, Th, and Fri afternoons, unless I am in a meeting.

Phone (toll free) 
1-866-676-2772 Ext. 4227 

Phone (local)

392-4227.

Phone (cell)
(360) 961-6170  Use if you have trouble connecting to the iTV or cannot find the classroom

Fax 


(360) 647-7084

Textbooks: (available through the NWIC Online Bookstore)

Books:


Designs for Living and Learning: Transforming Early Childhood Environments. Deb Curtis and Margie Carter. Redleaf Press. St. Paul, MN. 2003. ISBN 1-929610-29-7
Relationships, The Heart of Quality Care. Amy C. Baker and Lynn A. Manfred/Petitt. NAEYC. Washington DC. 2004. ISBN 1-928896-19-7.
Booklet: 

“Setting Limits with Children” by Patty Wipfler. Hand in Hand Parenting. Palo Alto. 1995. ISBN 1-891670-04-2.

Selected Hand in Hand articles www.handinhandparenting.org/articles
Course Description:

Identify interactions and practices that build secure relationships. Examine theories and practices that provide positive direct and indirect guidance for young children. Develop skills to connect with children, support or restore their ability to think well, and promote social competence. 

Culture & Tradition: As Native people, our cultures have a strong tradition of cherishing our children, building strong families, and creating circles where each person is heard. This course engages those traditions in its teaching methods, assignments, theory, and practice. 
Prerequisites: None

This course is required for the Associate of Applied Science-Transfer Degree in ECE. 

It is a “gray area elective” for many other programs.

OUTCOMES 

Course-specific Outcomes: When you have completed this course, you will be able to:

1. Demonstrate the ability to set clear limits that 

a. interrupt off-track behavior 

b. reach for connection and support emotional release 

c. do not blame, shame, manipulate, or punish the child. 

d. are aimed at supporting the child in changing irrational behaviors 

2. Demonstrate in class discussions, projects, written work, and oral presentations, 

a. A commitment to adult-child connection and attachment as the foundation for guidance in early care and education. 

b. A commitment to relationship-based care

c. A commitment to the development of environments for early childhood programs that provide significant guidance and support to children. 

d. A commitment to the development of place-based environments that reflect cultural values, identity, and sense of belonging. 

3. Demonstrate attitudes and actions that support a child’s emotional recovery from disconnection, and allow her/him to self-regulate and fully participate in the early learning setting. 

4. Formulate a personal philosophy of guidance in early childhood. 

Program Outcomes: There are some important things we want you to experience, know, and be able to do by completing the AAS-T in Early Childhood Degree at NWIC. 

Four of these Outcomes are addressed in this course:

You will be able to:

1) Articulate the essential importance of positive relationships and supportive interactions with children and among adults.

2) Articulate the use of both indirect and direct guidance methods based upon supportive relationships with children.

3) Engage in relationship-building for all children that includes special time and attention for emotional release.

4) Explain the conduct of and use “special time"
NWIC General Education Outcomes 

ECED 106 is structured to help you achieve at least three (3) General NWIC Outcomes:

1. Oral communication 3b: 

Conduct your oral interactions (formal and informal) with recognition of social mores.

2. Tribal Outcome 2: Sense of Place--Advance young children's sense of place through geography and physical setting.

Course Requirements
· Come to class. Attend each class session:

· Your participation, intelligence, and sense of humor are important contributions. With you here, we all learn more and learn more effectively.
· There is a great amount of material covered in each class session, and it all cannot be learned from a book.
· The other students count on you being there so that all of our learning follows a smooth progression from start to finish.
· Oftentimes additional information for assignments and activities are presented in class.
· We will be doing discussions, small group work, role plays, listening partnerships, and other in-class activities. I don’t have a way you can make up this kind of group work. 

· YOU are a significant member of this class. 

· Come to class prepared. Completion of readings and assignments outside of class is expected and required in preparation for the next evening’s class. Plan on doing 6 hours of homework each week.
I have found that when students do their readings and homework on time, it honors our tribal value of working for the good of the group. the quality of the interactions and learning in class go better for everyone when each person comes ready to share. We are doing this together—while learning takes place in individual minds, it is not an individualistic activity. We do it in relationship with others. To do your part for our learning community, please complete your readings and assignments on time. 

· Use MyNWIC to submit assignments and track your grades. Tell me if you don’t know how. We will find a way to get you going. It is part of the college experience, so you need to have these MyNWIC skills. They will help you all along the way.  

· Observation and participation: You’ll be assigned three observation or participation activities that require at least 1 hour of observation each. Those of you not currently employed in early learning should check with me about where you plan to do these activities. 

·  (You can get partial credit for attendance (25%) if you contact me prior to the class that you are going to miss. You can get partial credit (50%) for missing classes because of cultural occasions such as funerals and general council meetings.)
Student Accounts:

All official notifications about your bookstore voucher code, MyNWIC online courses, financial aid, and student evaluations are done through your NWIC Student email account. 

Please set up your student account by going to http://accounts.nwic.edu
Using your student number and birthdate, follow the prompts to get your NWIC student email. 

If you have a personal email account that you want your student email routed to, just access your student email, select “Preferences” and follow the prompts to type in the account you want your email routed to. Now you only have to check your personal email, and you will get the important notices from your student email. 

Assignment Format: I prefer that you use Microsoft Word (doc or docx) format if you can. If requested, use Microsoft Excel (xls or xlsx) format or Microsoft PowerPoint (ppt or pptx).

MyNWIC Support

This course is supported by a companion site at NWIC Online <http://online.nwic.edu> 

Assignments, handouts, rubrics, and this syllabus are all on MyNWIC. Use of MyNWIC is required in this class. 
If you should miss all or part of a class or there is an unscheduled college closure, check our MyNWIC site for course assignments and updates. You are responsible to keep yourself up-to-date on all assignments whether you miss a class or not.

You can access the MyNWIC site from the NWIC home page by clicking on the NWIC MyNWIC Login link under the Current Students menu, or just type in http://online.nwic.edu. 

Once in MyNWIC, click on the appropriate link to get your username and password to log in. 

Then simply click on the course link for this class (ECED 106). If you need help logging in, please contact Tech Support at 360-392-4342 and/or  helpdesk@nwic.edu
All work is to be completed in one quarter.
Evaluation:
My method of evaluation is not test-based, but is based on assessments of what you have completed. I take note of evidence that you have done the readings. I evaluate the completion of assigned projects, the completeness and quality of the write-ups you complete on your projects, your responses to classmates in MyNWIC based on rubrics that you will have access to.

Grading:

The way I grade is to state what I think are the truly essential parts of this class that will enhance your work with young children. When that is satisfactorily completed, you are awarded a “C” grade. (I am biased. I figure that “C” is the minimum when it comes to working with children, so if you get below a “C,” you will need to retake the course) 

C = At the “acceptable” level--


Read assigned texts and handouts

Participate in each of the three Projects, contributing to the work and presentation at an acceptable level. 

Complete write-ups, papers, and forum posts at the “acceptable” level. 

Attend class regularly. More than three (3) absences, and you begin to interfere not only with your own learning, but that of others in the class too. You must attend at least eight (8) classes to pass this course. 

Any time you do miss a class, catch up on MyNWIC. Missing class is not a reason to miss homework due dates. 

Participate in class (listening pairs, discussions, activities, reaction papers, etc.)

Participate in the Forums in MyNWIC. 
B = All requirements for a “C” grade met with all work submitted at a “good” or 

“excellent” level plus 

Participate in each of the three Projects, contributing to both the work and the presentation at a high level.

Complete write-ups, papers, and forum posts at the “good” level. 

A = All requirements for a “B” grade met, plus complete parts 3 and 4 of each 

Participate in each of the three Projects, contributing to both the work and the presentation at an exemplary level.

 Complete write-ups, papers, and forum posts at the “exemplary” level. 

An “A” grade indicates that you come to every class and participate in everyone’s learning. If a health emergency or cultural necessity prevents you from attending once or even twice, making up work in a timely and high quality manner can help you maintain a high grade.

I will share my overall grading rubric, below.  Individual assignments will have their own rubrics.

Please don’t hesitate to ask if you have questions or concerns. I love student questions. 
All work is to be completed in one quarter.
Incomplete: The “Incomplete” process is the only way to get an extension of time on an NWIC course. If you have a verifiable emergency that prevents your completion on time, and if you have completed at least 70% of a course, you may request an “Incomplete” grade. There will be paperwork for both student and instructor to fill out and sign. The student is expected to take the initiative to get the paperwork to the instructor (you need to contact the instructor by the 8th week of the quarter to arrange an “I” grade). 

The “I” generally gives you until the end of the second week of the following quarter to finish. Course completed under the Incomplete guidelines will generally not be graded higher than “IC+.” (The “I” appears on the transcript to show that the course was completed after the end of the quarter). If you do not finish, you will receive the “I” plus the grade you would have had if you had been graded at the end of the quarter. 

Please do ask if you have questions or need to request an Incomplete.

A few class Policies that I think are important for instructor and students both:

· Treat each other with respect. Be inclusive of everyone in class whether they are in your classroom or over ITV.

· If you are attending via ITV, personally take charge of making a good learning environment for your co-students when the mike is muted.

· Turn off cell phones or put ringer on “buzz.” Please do not text or phone during class, but instead bring your whole attention to our community of learners. 

· Come on time, stay the whole time, and participate in class. 

Academic Honesty Policy: 

Your thoughts and ideas are very important. 

It is very important to me and your classmates to hear what you think and what you have to say. 

Even though someone may say something that seems to capture what is in your mind perfectly, we want to hear your own voice say your ideas.

If you do copy from another person, you must put their words in quotation marks, and be sure to cite the source (say who said it and in what publication). 

Not giving credit to the person who wrote it originally is called “plagiarism.” In a college setting, this is a huge “no-no.” So please write your own ideas in your own way. (You will not receive credit for any assignment with any plagiarism in it.) 

On children in class:

We value young people! And we value learning. Since our college classroom will not have activities and an environment that are developmentally appropriate for children, and since the presence of young ones will change the format and content of the class, we will find ourselves unable to engage in the full class content if they are present.

I want you to find care for your precious children away from our classroom. Please talk with me  if this is presenting problems.
Grading Guide (Rubric) for this class

	Criteria for all assignments
	Exemplary

(A grade)
	Good

(necessary for “B” grade)
	Acceptable (necessary for “C” grade)

	Connection, cooperation, and leadership
	Participation is active, encouraging, and enhances the learning of all. 
	Student’s participation encourages others to participate as well.
	Student attends classes, and participates. 

	Complete all parts of assigned activity
	All parts of all activities and questions completed thoroughly with insight and clarity.
	All parts of all assignments and questions addressed.
	All assignments complete. A maximum of 3 parts of assignments are missed over the quarter.



	Spelling and typing accuracy
	Consistent correct spelling and accurate typing. 
	Spelling and typing errors are rare.
	Occasional typos and spelling errors that do not impede the reader’s understanding.

	Complete sentences
	Student consistently uses complete sentences.
	Complete sentences predominate, & student explains more when requested.
	Incomplete sentences sometimes interfere with understanding.


Class Calendar: 

Topics, Readings, and Assignments

Weekly Topics

Topic
                                                         Class Date (Weds)

1. Beginnings, building our classroom community, your hopes for the class, MyNWIC, 

   DIRECT GUIDANCE: Roots of off-track behaviors; behaviors to think well about. Listening                                                         

  Partnerships.


                9/19
2. Building Connections is not optional. Emotional and Cultural Connection—key to positive guidance. How Children’s Emotions Work. The Limbic System. Support Groups.                  9/26
3.  Talking Informatively. Setting Limits with “Listen, Limit, Listen.”  

      Begin Student Presentations Project #1: Direct Guidance                                                    10/3
4.  Isolation, Restimulation, Support Groups/ Listening Partnerships recommendations, 

     Continue Student Presentations Project #1                                                                          10/10
5. Complete Student Presentations of Project #1.   Laughter’s role in guidance. Executive function.                                                                                                                                    10/17

6. INDIRECT GUIDANCE PART A: Policies that build connection/diminish off-track behaviors--adult-adult relationships, ratios, schedules, transitions, QQQ’s.                            10/24

7. Primary caregiving, Continuity of care, Special Time, Expressing Warmth                       10/31
8. Student presentations Project #2—Indirect Guidance Part A          

                11/7
9.  INDIRECT GUIDANCE PART B: How environments provide guidance. Place-based teaching and learning. Collecting ideas.                                                                                   11/14
10.  Environmental elements connecting to culture, identity, and place; floor plans               11/21
11. Sharing “your” chapter (see reading assignment); Barriers and negotiating change         11/28

12. Student Presentations Project #3. Final Review.                                                                 12/5
Readings

Read:


     Read by:
1. Syllabus, Instructor information, (become familiar with MyNWIC site for this course)          9/19
2. Assignment for Project #1.


   Setting Limits booklet, “Vigorous Snuggle,” & assigned articles for your chosen behavior, 

   Read all classmates’ MyNWIC Forum postings concerning their chosen behavior              9/26                        

3.  “Playlistening,”  “Backbone and Bounce: Building Resilience”

                10/3
4.  MyNWIC Forum postings of classmates who presented their Projects
                                  10/10
5.  MyNWIC Forum postings of classmates who presented their Projects
 


    The Heart of Quality Care, Chapter 1 “Why Relationships Matter.”                                   10/17                  

6.  Assignment for Project #2.

     Relationships Chapter 4: “Policies to Meet Children’s Needs” and 

     Relationships Ch. 5 “Building a Caring Community around Children”                              10/24
8.   Browse through our third text, Designs for Living.                                                              11/7
9.  Assignment for Project #3.


     Designs for Living, Ch. 1: “Laying a Foundation for Living and Learning” and  

     Ch. 2: “Creating Connections and a Sense of Belonging.”    

              11/14

10.  Designs, your choice of Ch. 3, 4, 5, or 6                                                                           11/21

11.  Designs, Ch. 7 “Enhancing Children’s Use of the Environment” & 

       Ch. 8 “Facing Barriers and Negotiating Change”                                                              11/28

Assignments 


Assignments

                                Due Dates
1. Introduce yourself in the MyNWIC Forum


                9/24

2. Select an “off track” behavior (read instructions for Project #1). Post in Forum.   

Listening Partnership/Co-Counsel on behavior (read instructions). Post in Forum .
                9/26

3. Present your Project #1 Role Play; Lead class discussion on your role play  


Complete write-up on your Project #1. Post in Forum.                                   10/3, 10/10, or 10/17

4. Respond to all classmates’ Project #1 write-ups in Forum                          10/3, 10/10, & 10/17

5. Submit a Question, Quote, or Quibble for each chapter 1, 4, and 5 of Relationships.

   Submit Outline of Ch. 2 & 3 of Relationships. 

   Begin Project #2: Relationship-based Care—Indirect Guidance Tool


  10/24

6. Submit a QQQ from reading Ch. 5 of Relationships

    Submit Outline of Ch. 6 of Relationships
   Continue work on Project #2 using Ch. 5 and 6 of Relationships.

              10/31

7. Complete Project #2 to present in class. Post in Forum.


    

    As you browse through Designs for Living, collect ideas—use highlighter, keep a journal,      

    make notes as they come to you                                                                                             11/7
8. Begin Project #3: Indirect Guidance through Environments.
   Create and Submit Coded Floor Plan 


              11/14

9. Present and submit your two papers for Project #3.


    12/5

“Through education, Northwest Indian College promotes 

indigenous self-determination and knowledge.”
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