Introduction to Tribal Museum Studies

Course Number and Section: 

Number of Credits: 3
Quarter being offered: Spring 2013
Class Meeting Location, Days and Time: 
Instructor Information:
Instructor Name:
Deana Dartt, PhD
Office Location:
On-line
Office Hours:
TBA
Telephone/Fax:
503-853-4383

Email:
tejonitadulce@yahoo.com
Course Description: This “taster” course is designed to give students an overview of museums and museum work with an emphasis on Tribal museums and cultural centers.  The course will begin with the foundations of Native American representation in museums exploring the impacts of early Anthropology and museum practices. We will then discuss American Indian protests of museum practices beginning in the 1960s, which paved the way for significant changes in the relationship between Native people and the museums that portray their histories—from both an ethical and legal standpoint. The course will demonstrate the contrasts between mainstream museums and community driven Tribal museums and what training is needed for careers in those fields. Sessions 1 through 9 are 3-hour on-line classes offered on Saturday mornings.  Session (10) is three-hour, in-person discussion and review session.

Course Prerequisites: None

Readings/Materials: 

Coody-Cooper, Karen. Spirited Encounters: American Indians Protest Museum Policies and Practices. Lanham, MD: AltaMira Press, 2008.

Erickson, Patricia. Voices of a Thousand People: The Makah Cultural and Research Center. Norman, OK: University of Nebraska Press, 2002

Reading Packet
Course Requirements, Assignment and Assessments: 

Total of 300 points possible.

· Class participation = 100 points 
· Three 5-page reflection papers @ 50 points each = 150
· Final five-page paper = 50 points 

Session 1 and 2
Introduction to the idea of “Museum” and early representation of Native Americans
What are museums? How are museums defined?  What are their goals and how do they function to achieve those goals?  We’ll look at these questions from the origins of museums to today, paying attention to the different kinds of places that are called museums and how museums have evolved through time.  We’ll examine how museums differ by size, scope, budget, type of governance, and purpose.  We’ll then take a look at the origins of the relationships between European and American museums and Native Americans, and how colonial policies affected Native American communities.  Visual examples will highlight much of this information.
Readings: 

The Birth of the Museum

Skull Wars 

Red Man’s Burden
In class films
 “A World on Display: The St. Louis World’s Fair of 1904”

“Minik”

Homework

-Review the American Association of Museums (AAM) website: What is a museum?  http://www.aam-us.org/aboutmuseums/whatis.cfm
-Visit at least three mainstream museum web sites to see the variety of mission statements and museum activities

-Reflection paper 1
Session 3 and 4:

Native American Museum Movement
Post-colonial relationships between non-Indian museums and Native American communities were highlighted in the 20th Century by protests, conflicts, takeovers, and other discord and disagreement over exhibits, collecting policies, and other operations.  We’ll examine these conflicts and the responses made by museums, while also looking at the first development of Native American museums, and ultimately, the American Indian Museums Association.  We’ll specifically review the development of the very important Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (which spurred new tribal museum development), the creation of the National Museum of the American Indian, the recent Protocols for Native American Archival Materials, new approaches to indigenous intellectual property rights, and new museum policies about collecting and exhibiting Native American materials.
Readings: 

Spirited Encounters 
Four Northwest Coast Museums

Critical Conversations 

In class films:

“Alcatraz is Not an Island”
“T’xwe latse” 
Homework:

-Reflection paper 2

Session 5, 6 and 7:

Authoring our own Narratives: Future Directions for the “Indigenized” Museum
Many tribes have established museums in the past 20 years, some with cutting-edge features.  We’ll look at grant programs to aid in this development, and review the information from an in-depth national survey done by Native Americans about tribal museums.  This will tell us a lot about the successes, challenges, and features of today’s tribal museums. We will also explore the successes and challenges of the National Museum of the American Indian, the process of consulting with hundreds of Native people in its development and on-going efforts to meet the needs of the Native communities it proposes to serve. And lastly, we’ll discuss consultation relationships between mainstream museums and Native community members, what these relationships mean for everyone involved and how to do them well. 
Readings:

Voices of a Thousand People 

Critical Conversations 

In Class Films:

“Welcome Home” 
“Ozette: A Gift from the Past”
Homework:

-Reflection paper 3
Session 8 and 9:

Museum Professions

Finally, we’ll look more closely at the kinds of professional positions and related training that are necessary in order to have a successful tribal museum as well as other museum-related careers. There are several aspects to museum operations from the diverse areas of fundraising, collections management and educational programs. These sessions will explore the many occupations within museums and the kinds of skills needed to prepare you for both Tribal and mainstream museum professions. We will also explore the notion of private consulting in the museum world and the benefits of these types of careers. 
Session 10
Review 
Our last session will review materials from class to prepare students to write a 5 page research paper on a museum career path which incorporates readings, films and in-class discussions.  We will review perspectives about the differences and similarities of non-tribal and tribal museums and new directions for Indigenizing the Museum world. Students will be encouraged to imagine themselves in a museum career and identify the specific skill set necessary for that area. I will connect them with people in those fields that they may interview for their final research papers. 
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