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MATH 099 – INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA (5 CR): Quarter/ year
Class Time and Location: 
Instructor Information:
Matteo Tamburini
Office: FAC (two-story building) 205

Office Hours: 
In my office: 

Phone: (360) 392 4348; Math and Writing Center: (360) 392 4235
Fax: (360) 647 7084
Email: mtamburini@nwic.edu

Course Description: Extends the fundamentals of algebra including systems of linear equations; factoring polynomials; rational expressions (equivalence, common denominators, multiplication and division); square roots (simplification, addition and multiplication); and solutions and graphs of quadratic equations (including the quadratic formula). Emphasis is on multiple representations of algebraic objects.
Prerequisite: MATH 098 or Placement test. 
Textbook: Elementary Algebra for College Students (8th edition), by Allen R. Angel. Publisher: Pearson/ Prentice Hall. ISBN: 978-0-321-62093-4
For a somewhat cheaper, used copy, you could try to visit www.abebooks.com

Online Component: if you purchase a new textbook, you will have access to the online component of the course. To access it, go to www.coursecompass.com . To access the online component you will need a student ID, which is in your textbook, and the course ID, which is tamburini34025
Additional Resources: To find additional explanations and examples, you can refer to the websites www.purplemath.com and www.themathpage.com. I have also created PowerPoint presentations on the material that are available at www.slideshare.net
NWIC Outcomes: 

As a part of the expectations for this class, by the end of the quarter you should be able to: 

· Propose solutions to and solve real-world problems by applying the correct numerical data.
· Use analytical and critical thinking skills to draw and interpret conclusions.
Course Outcomes: 

As a part of the expectations for this class, by the end of the quarter you should be able to: 
· Define, identify, and give examples of equivalent expressions
· Define and demonstrate what it means for a number to be a solution to an equation/inequality/system of equations
· Use multiple representations (graphical, algebraic, contextual) of expressions, equations and inequalities

· Make mathematical conclusions based on pertinent information and interpret them in context.

· Solve systems of linear equations
· Apply the rules of integer exponents
· Simplify, add, subtract and multiply polynomials

· Factor the greatest common factor from an expression; factor trinomials.

· Reduce, multiply and divide rational expressions.

· Reduce, add and multiply expressions involving square roots

· Solve quadratic equations by factoring and using the Quadratic Formula
· Convert among the various representations of quadratic change (graphs, formulas, tables, context-based)
Course Policies: 
· I strongly recommend that you purchase a three-ring binder, and use graph paper to take notes.

· As a courtesy to your fellow students and the instructor, refrain from using headphones and cell phones (including text messaging) in class.  Make sure your cell phone is silenced before coming to class. You may not use your cell-phone as a calculator during quizzes or exams.
· It is strongly recommended that you purchase a four-function or scientific calculator and bring it to class every day. You will not need to purchase a graphing calculator. 

· Your lowest five homework scores will be dropped.

· Late assignments will not be accepted under any circumstance. This is part of the reason why scores are dropped. If you need to miss more than one quiz, or will have to miss an exam, I may use an alternative method of assessment.
Attendance: Your presence in this class will be crucial to your success. As a reflection of its importance, in order to pass the class with a C you must be in class at least 70% of the time. This includes excused absences (for medical, personal or cultural reasons).

Course Requirements, Assignment and Assessments: 
· Homework will be assigned and collected daily. You will be graded for both the completeness of the assignment and the accuracy of your solution of certain problems. Where appropriate, show your work. Your five lowest homework scores will be dropped.

· We will have a class blog at http://blogs.nwic.edu/math99, where I will post useful information (including homework handouts, and quiz and exam answer keys) and students can post notes from the class for credit (see below).

· During the course of the quarter, each student will be responsible either for an in-class or a written presentation. 

· We will have an in-class quiz at the end of every chapter we cover in the book.

· There will be a cumulative Midterm exam and comprehensive Final exam. 
 Grading:
In order to pass this class and be successful in the next one, you must demonstrate that you have a good understanding of all the material.

In order to pass this class with a C, you must do one of these three things
	Have an 85% average on the quizzes, and pass the midterm with a score of 80%.
	Have a 75% average on the quizzes; and have a 70% average on the midterm and final.
	· Pass each quiz, the midterm, and the final with a 65% or better;

· Earn at least 60% of the homework points;

· Post one page of acceptable notes on the class blog;

· Complete a presentation with at least one accomplished score.


In order to pass this class with a B, you must do one of these three things
	Have a 95% average on the quizzes, and pass the midterm with a score of 90%.
	Have an 85% average on the quizzes; and have an 80% average on the midterm and final.
	· Pass each quiz, the midterm, and the final with a 78% or better;

· Earn at least 70% of the homework points;

· Post one pages of acceptable notes on the class blog;

· Complete a presentation with at least two accomplished scores.


In order to pass this class with an A, you must:
· Earn at least 75% of the homework points;

· Post two pages of acceptable notes on the class blog

· Complete a presentation with at least two accomplished scores.
· Have a 90% weighted average on the quizzes, midterm and final.
What if I score less than 65% on a quiz? Or if I have to miss a quiz for an important reason? You will have another opportunity to demonstrate that you understand the material on the midterm and/or final exam. For example: say that you scored 50% on the chapter 8 quiz, but on the midterm (which covers the material from chapter 8) you show that you learned that material. Then I would go back and change your grade for the chapter 8 quiz to a 65%.

We can also use a presentation to recover your score on a quiz. 

What if I have to miss the midterm? Then your final exam score will also count for your midterm exam score.
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