Native Environmental Science Capstone Project

Course Title: Native Environmental Science Capstone Project

Course Number and Section: NESC 499A and 499B
Number of Credits: 5 credits for NESC 499A and 5 credits for NESC 499B
Quarter being offered: Spring 2012

Class Meeting Location, Days and Time: Tuesday, Friday 10 – 12 Kwina 114

Instructor Information:
Instructor Name:
Emma S. Norman

Office Location: 
      FAC building Room 208
Office Hours: 
Monday, Wednesday 11-1

Telephone/Fax: 
360.676.2772 x 4330

Email: 
enorman@nwic.edu

Course description from the catalog:  

The culminating experience in the Bachelor of Science in Native Environmental Science program. Capstone projects may take many forms. NESC 499A, taken during the junior year, constitutes preparation of the project. NESC 499, taken during the senior year, constitutes completion of the project.

Course Prerequisites (if any): No course prerequisites

Text(s)/Readings/Materials: As determined by the student in consultation with the NES Faculty Advisor (in the Environmental Science Option) or the concentration committee (in the Interdisciplinary Concentration Option).

Course Outcomes: As a result of taking this course, students will be able to:

· Demonstrate an understanding of a sense of place and what it is to be a people. (NWIC Cultural)

· Write Standard English. (NWIC writing)

· Write the project proposal.

· Implement the project

· Organize, analyze, interpret and present, as appropriate, for type of project.

· Demonstrate results

Course Requirements, Assignment and Assessments: As determined by the student in consultation with the student's committee / faculty advisor.

Assignment schedule: As determined by the student in consultation with the student's committee/faculty advisor.

Grading: Grading criteria are determined on a case-by-case basis but will include a measurable product prearranged in consultation with the committee/ faculty advisor.
Outline/Schedule of Topics: As determined by the student in consultation with the student's committee/faculty advisor.

Additional Details Regarding the Capstone Project:
There are a number of possible forms a capstone project may take. These are discussed below by way of guidance; however, you are free to devise some other form by which to fulfill this requirement so long as your NES Faculty Advisor or concentration committee agrees with that selection.

(1) A paper elaborating the central ideas in a student's program of study. Such a paper would demonstrate how the methods and concerns of one discipline (e.g., economics with environmental sciences) have been used to explore subjects of inquiry in another (e.g., economic planning).  These topics are to be introduced in the proposal; the capstone project represents the chance to deal with them in detail.

(2) A thesis dealing with one issue of central importance to the student's program of study. The advantage here is that it allows the student to bring the knowledge gained in a variety of studies to bear on a single topic of interest.  In a thesis of this type all the issues mentioned in the proposal may not be explored, but it may test the student's ability to define the most important of them.

(3) A research project. Such a project would use skills and methods gained in the student's program of study. For example, a student may have studied about water quality in a local setting. The study may have included methods from chemistry, biology, geography, history and resource management--knowledge gained in other coursework. The capstone may not focus on central theoretical issues as in (2), but on research conducted in the field.

(4) A portfolio of student's work. Such a portfolio should demonstrate what the student learned and may serve as a cohesive statement of the student's intellectual and creative development. The portfolio must be accompanied with a critical discussion of the work itself, an articulation of the student's own efforts in light of the historical developments of the field, or perhaps a paper exploring the history of a particular approach, methodology or philosophy. The purpose of the critical discussion is to describe how the student's creative endeavor is informed by an understanding of the culture that surrounds it.

(5) A series of demonstrations or lectures. Again this must be accompanied with a critical discussion of the work in some larger social or intellectual context. The student may accompany this work with a paper discussing details of the demonstrations or lectures.

(6) Teaching a seminar. While it is possible to offer a student-led seminar unrelated to the capstone project, this approach is especially valuable if teaching of some sort is an eventual goal of the student. It not only offers a chance to test the strength and clarity of the student's ideas, but also is necessarily concerned with the practical problem of helping others learn what these ideas are. Whether the student provides the primary instruction or co-teaches with others (e.g., other students, one or more faculty members, or community representatives), this option requires the selection of subject matter, the design of a reading list, a description of content and approach, and a method of evaluation for the participants.

(7) Practicum of community service. Students may choose this as a way to gain field experience and to test their ideas in practical and concrete ways. As with all other options, a practicum must be accompanied with a paper analyzing the social and intellectual issues involved.
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