Course Title: Native Environmental Science Concentration Seminar

Course Number and Section: NESC 305
Number of Credits: 5
Quarter Being Offered: Spring 2011
Class Meeting Location, Days and Time: TBA
Co-Instructor Information:

Instructor Name: Emma  Norman
Office Location:  FAC 208
Office Hours: M W 11-1 and by appt.
Telephone/Fax: (360) 392-4330/(360)647-7084
Email: enonrman@nwic.edu

Course Description:

This seminar is designed to assist students to develop and write an interdisciplinary self-designed concentration proposal. It will serve as a forum for discussion, guidance, and support during the proposal writing process. Students work collaboratively in small groups, meeting with each other weekly, and meeting with the instructor individually in order to write the concentration proposal and identify relevant courses and experiences to help achieve the student’s educational goals. Required of all students pursuing the B.S. in Native Environmental Science Interdisciplinary Concentration. The Concentration Proposal must be completed and filed at least three quarters before graduation.

Course Prerequisite: NESC 303, or permission of instructor AND NES Advisor.
Text(s)/Readings/Materials: Native Environmental Science Program Handbook to be provided

Course Policies: It is quite simple. You must attend every class, and be on time. All assignments must be completed, again on time. You must be prepared to take notes, speak, listen, and assist each other. We only have two grades to choose from (A or F). This is a program planned by you, reviewed by your peers, and accepted by your teachers. It can only bare the fruit of excellence. This is the standard.
Course Outcomes: As a result of taking this course, students will be able to:

NWIC Outcomes:
· Demonstrate an understanding of sense of place and what it is to be a people. (NWIC Cultural)

· Instructional Activities: Group activity

· Assessment/Evaluation Strategies: Student presentations

· Apply effective presentation skills. (NWIC Oral)
· Instructional Activities: Group activity

· Assessment/Evaluation Strategies: Class presentations

· Write Standard English (NWIC Writing)

· Instructional Activities: Students will write papers

· Assessment/Evaluation Strategies: Student presentations

Course Outcomes:
· Identify the components of an interdisciplinary concentration

· Instructional Activities: Classroom discussion and readings

· Assessment/Evaluation Strategies: Classroom discussion and written assignments

· Write a concentration proposal

· Instructional Activities: Classroom discussion and readings

· Assessment/Evaluation Strategies: Individual meetings

· Clearly identify the student’s goals in the concentration

· Instructional Activities: Classroom discussion and individual meetings

· Assessment/Evaluation Strategies: Classroom discussion and written assignments

· Identify a concentration committee

· Instructional Activities: Individual meetings

· Assessment/Evaluation Strategies: Approval of committee

Course Requirements, Assignment and Assessments: Readings, discussion, written assignments and meetings.

Assignment schedule: As indicated in the Outline/Schedule of Topics below.

Grading:
· A for successful completion of all course requirements by the end of the quarter in which you first enrolled.
· I (Incomplete) for successful completion of 70% of the course requirements and completion of Incomplete Agreement with your instructor(s) prior to grade submission to NWIC Enrollment Services on the last day of the quarter. (Note: Your instructors will define the specific coursework that will comprise 70% completion.  And the "I" grade will be changed to "I/A" only with successful completion of all course requirements by the last day of the subsequent quarter, excluding summer quarter.)
· F for anything less.
Outline/Schedule of Topics:
WEEK 1

In class: Introductions

Worksheet #1: Survey, Worksheet #2: Purpose of Your Education (Skills and Knowledge)

In Class Small Group Work:  Explain ideas and interests underlying your Interdisciplinary Concentration to others, and develop graphic or diagrammatic representations of your integrative concepts: pictures, mind maps, diagrams, or other forms.

WEEK 2

Due: Read the opening entries (e.g., up to the "Major Common Elements…" section) in the NES Student Handbook.

Bring to Class: Worksheet #2: Purpose of Your Education (Skills and Knowledge) to class.

In class: Use your worksheets to discuss your ideas about purpose, skills and knowledge with your small group.

Due: Worksheet #3: Finding Patterns and Commonalities.

Bring to Class: Your cards and Worksheet #3.

In Class: Using someone else's cards, develop a brief statement (5 sentences or so) that integrates these classes and experiences into a coherent educational package. Choose any groupings you wish, ignoring what the "owner" suggested. Give it a title. Develop list of questions that this person might want to answer through this Interdisciplinary Concentration. Sign your work. Share these with the group.

WEEK 3

Due: Worksheet #4: Developing the Rationale. Bring to class.

In class: Bring copies of your 1-2 paragraph integrative statements, developed from Worksheet #4. Bring a copy to be turned into your Committee Chair, and one for each group member. Meet with small groups to share these integrative statements and your title. Use your visual representations to discuss alternative approaches to the central concepts.

Due: Read the "Concentration Guidelines" in NES Student Handbook. Read section in the NES Student Handbook on the Thesis Project.

Bring to Class: Worksheet #5: Theme Paragraphs and Thesis Project

In class—Vitally Important Class Meeting: Discuss filing requirements and all you should know (and remember) about the Interdisciplinary Concentration "protocol."

Bring to Class: Your theme statements, titles, and questions developed from Worksheet #5. Discuss your statement and brainstorm possible classes and experiences that might support each of your themes. Get feedback from small group.

WEEK 4 (Also see additional Week 4 requirements below.)

Due: Read "Concentration Proposal Form" and "Concentration Committee Roles and Responsibilities" in NES Student Handbook.

Due: Worksheet #6: Committee Members and Course List.

Bring to Class: Enough copies of course lists and Committee choices for your Writing Mentor (e.g., one of the instructors of this course, your Committee Chair, etc) and for each small group member.

IN CLASS (1) General review, share questions, and clarify procedures. (2) Meet with small groups. Discuss your class list and Committee choices. Be prepared to explain to others why each class and experience fits with the themes in your Integrative paragraph, and why each Committee member was chosen. Get feedback from small group.

Exchange phone numbers and e-mail addresses. Commit to small group meeting times for the next four weeks, during scheduled class time.

WEEKS 4-9

During this time, plan to meet at least once a week with your small group and once a week with your Writing Mentor during the scheduled class times. Use the questions on Worksheet #7 to guide your reading of each other's proposals in the small groups. Sign up for meeting times with your Writing Mentors on their office doors.

BE PREPARED TO SUBMIT A REVISED VERSION OF YOUR PROPOSAL EACH WEEK and to report on the small group process. Your attendance in the small groups is mandatory and critical; others in your group depend on your input and vice versa. You are responsible for attending these meetings, or rescheduling if you cannot, until everyone in the group has a signed final draft. You are expected to work consistently during this period, revising, re-visioning and refining your proposal, Use the feedback from your small group, your Writing Mentor, your Chair, and once you are ready, your Committee.

DURING THIS TIME ALSO COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING ASSIGNMENTS:

WEEK 4
Ratify your Committee and meet with each member, explaining the intentions of your Interdisciplinary Concentration. (Get approval from your Committee Chair first for any Committee member outside of Northwest Indian College. If you're working with someone who is not a Northwest Indian College faculty member be sure to take copies of the "Concentration Guidelines, "Steps for Students Pursuing the Interdisciplinary Concentration," and "Concentration Committee Roles and Responsibilities" in the NES Student Handbook).

WEEK 5
Read at least 3 concentration proposals from your classmates. Use the questions on Worksheet #7 to review these proposals. Bring your completed Worksheet #7 to your next meeting with your Writing Mentor.

As soon as you are ready, take a current draft of your concentration proposal to your Committee Chair (exact timing to be determined by your Writing Mentor). Seek the advice of a student mentor (someone working in the general areas of your Interdisciplinary Concentration) regarding your program and intentions, (We can help you make connections). Develop your concentration title (at least a working version), if you have not already done so.

WEEK 6
Work with your Committee Chair to develop the draft.

WEEK 7
WHOLE CLASS MEETS to review the process so far. You should now be prepared to take a current well-developed draft to all Committee members for their feedback (readiness to be determined by your Chair). Schedule meetings with Committee and continue to resubmit drafts as necessary.

Small groups read for clarity of purpose: do you understand what the writer is trying to achieve in each category of learning?

WEEK 8
Small groups read for connections. How clearly do the components fit together? How does each component relate to the others?

WEEK 9
Small groups meet. Faculty planning.

WEEK 10
WHOLE CLASS MEETS. WORKSHEET #8: SMALL GROUP FEEDBACK

IN CLASS: WHOLE CLASS MEETS for final instructions and to make appointments for filing proposals. Incorporate into Proposals any final feedback from Committee.

Small groups meet.

DEADLINE FOR GETTING COMMITTEE SIGNATURES. You MUST have collected all your Committee signatures prior to your filing appointment next week. If you are unable to complete the filing process (for any reason) meet with your Writing Mentor and your primary academic advisor before the end of the week. On-going work can be planned and credits deferred until the quarter of filing

WEEK 11
FILING WEEK. A completed signature sheet, the proposal with class list, and the names of your Committee members must be submitted at the time of your appointment. Be sure to make a copy for yourself, your Writing Mentor, and for each member of your Committee.

LAST CLASS: Self-evaluations, evaluation of process, and other final considerations.
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