Course Title: Native Environmental Science Interdisciplinary Seminar
Course Number and Section: NESC 303 (Section A)
Number of Credits: 3
Quarter being offered: Winter 2011
Class Meeting Location, Days and Time: Tuesdays & Thursdays from 2:30-5:00 pm in NES Conference Room (Building 16)
Instructor Information:

Instructor Name: Brian D. Compton, Ph.D.
Instructor Name: Emma Norman, Ph.D.

Office Location: Kwina Building #110
Office Location: FAC building Room 208
Office Hours: As posted or by appointment
Office Hours: As posted or by appointment

Telephone: 360-392-4321
Telephone: 360-392-4330

Fax: 360-392-4333 ("c/o Brian Compton")
Fax: 360-647-7084

Email: bcompton@nwic.edu
Email: enorman@nwic.edu
Blog: <http://blogs.nwic.edu/briansblog/>

Course Description:

Introduction to self-designed interdisciplinary studies with emphasis on developing writing and individualized study skills.

Course Overview:

This course is beneficial to students who may wish to pursue the Interdisciplinary Concentration Option (ICO) of the Bachelor of Science in Native Environmental Science degree.  It will consist of a workshop approach to defining and elaborating upon the nature, purpose, goals and interdisciplinary elements of an individual plan of study.  It is best suited to students who may not yet be committed to the ICO approach to their education or who have limited experience in student-centered, interdisciplinary and integrative work.  Student assignments will be compiled in an electronic portfolio.

Prerequisites: None

Text(s)/Readings/Materials: To be determined through consultation with students

Course Policies:

Our classroom environment is both supportive and non-judgmental.   It is a place where ideas are shared and new ideas generated.  To foster this environment please be respectful of yourself and others. As such, attendance, participation, and class preparation are imperative for overall class success.

Outcomes:
	As the result of this course, students will be able to …
	Instructional Activities
	Assessment, Evaluation & Grading

	Northwest Indian College Outcomes:

	Cultural: Describe sense of place and what it means to be a people.
	Group activity
	Student presentations (final oral presentation on course portfolio)

	Oral Communication 3a: Apply effective presentation skills.
	Group activity
	Class presentations (final oral presentation on course portfolio)

	Written Communication 2a: Write Standard English.
	Students will write papers
	Student presentations (reflective paper as described below)

	Program Outcomes: Because this is not a required course for all Bachelor of Science in Native Environmental Science (BS-NES) students it is not currently linked directly to program outcomes for the BS-NES degree.

	Course Outcomes:

	Identify the components of a reflective paper
	Classroom discussion

Readings
	Classroom discussion and written assignments (worksheet on components of a reflective paper)


	Write a reflective paper on selected topic
	Classroom discussion

Readings 
	Review of the reflective paper for grading (reflective paper on the student's motivation and rationale for pursuing the ICO in which cultural outcomes are addressed)

	Identify the components of an individualized course
	Classroom discussion

Readings
	Classroom discussion and written assignments (worksheet on designing an individualized learning course for the ICO and incorporating indigenized service learning in the course)

	Describe components of an interdisciplinary course 
	Classroom discussion

Readings
	Classroom discussion and written assignments (worksheet as described above)

	Demonstrate ability to seminar
	Classroom discussion

Seminar, readings
	Seminar (attendance, participation and discussion with faculty and students)


Outline/Schedule of Topics:
Assignments will be assigned in class in accordance with the development of concepts, approaches and skills related to interdisciplinary study within native environmental science and using the following schedule as a guide.

Week 1:

· Course introduction

· Overview of the Interdisciplinary Concentration Option

· Reflective writing

Week 2:

· Workshop, discussion and independent work
Week 3:

· Workshop, discussion and independent work
· Worksheet #1: Components of a Reflective Paper
Week 4:

· Workshop, discussion and independent work
· Worksheet #1 (DUE BY FRIDAY OF THIS WEEK)
Week 5:

· Workshop, discussion and independent work
· Reflective paper on the student's motivation and rationale for pursuing the ICO in which the cultural outcomes are addressed (DRAFT DUE BY FRIDAY OF THIS WEEK) Note: The draft must be reviewed by personnel of the Math and Writing Center prior to submission in NESC 303.  This will also be completed through use of a reflective paper rubric.
Week 6:

· MID-TERM

· Workshop, discussion and independent work
· Reflective paper on the student's motivation and rationale for pursuing the ICO in which the cultural outcomes are addressed (FINAL DUE BY FRIDAY OF THIS WEEK)
· Worksheet #2: Designing an Individualized Learning Course for the ICO (and incorporating indigenized service learning in the course)
Week 7:

· Workshop, discussion and independent work
· Worksheet #2 (DUE BY FRIDAY OF THIS WEEK)
Week 8:

· Workshop, discussion and independent work
Week 9:

· Workshop, discussion and independent work
Week 10:

· Electronic portfolio completed and uploaded to the course blog (DUE BY FRIDAY OF THIS WEEK)
· Final oral presentation on completed electronic portfolio Note: This will be completed through use of an oral presentation rubric.
Assessment:

Assignments:
1. Full attendance, participation and discussion with faculty and students (20 points or 20% of final grade)

2. Worksheet #1 on components of a reflective paper (20 points or 20% of final grade)

3. Reflective paper on the student's motivation and rationale for pursuing the ICO in which the cultural outcomes are addressed (30 points or 30% of final grade)

4. Worksheet #2 on designing an individualized learning course for the ICO and incorporating indigenized service learning in the course (10 points or 10% of final grade)

5. Final oral presentation on completed portfolio to be submitted electronically (20 points or 20% of final grade)

Note: Faculty associated with this course as well as personnel of the Math and Writing Center will evaluate writing assignments in this course, and writing and presentation rubrics will be used in evaluating student performance on assignments.

Grading:
· Completion of assignments #1-3 with no more than three unexcused absences and a total of 70-79% of the requirements are required for a student to be eligible to earn a grade of C.

· Completion of assignments #1-4 with no more than three unexcused absences and a total of 80-89% of the requirements are required for a student to be eligible to earn a grade of B.

· Completion of assignments #1-5 with no more than three unexcused absences and a total of 90-100% of the requirements are required for a student to be eligible to earn a grade of A.

Please also note the following details regarding grading:

· All work must be completed by the end of the quarter and according to the due dates indicated by the instructor. 

· Grade qualifiers ("-" or "+") may accompany your grade depending upon various factors to be determined by your instructor.

· A grade of "Incomplete" is available only in accordance with details as presented in the Northwest Indian College Catalog.

· Grades of "D" and "F" also are possible for unsatisfactory or failing performance, such as not fulfilling the requirements for C level assignments or failing to submit them when they are due. Except in rare special circumstances, if you have not submitted all your assignments on the established due dates, and within the quarter in which you enrolled in this class, then the highest grade you will be eligible for in the course is a C level grade, and you may receive a lower grade as a result of chronically late assignment submissions. If you do not clearly understand this grading policy, or if you have questions regarding it, please consult your instructor.  For other details regarding grades that are available to you, please consult with Enrollment Services.

Disclaimer: This syllabus is tentative and subject to change by the instructor.
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