PROGRAM REVISION FORM

Program Title: __ Native Environmental Science__________________

Program Type: _X_BS ___AAS  ___AAS-T  ___AS ___ATA ___Certificate _Other

Revised Catalog Description (one paragraph): note minor revisions in description
The Bachelor of Science in Native Environmental Science degree is intended to meet the critical need for effective Native American leaders and environmental scientists who are rooted in their culture. This program will emphasize and explore the interrelatedness of Native ways of knowing, traditional ecological knowledge and Western science.  Prominent aspects of the program include hands-on learning and the involvement of students in community service, research and internships.  The program will prepare graduates to work within tribal communities in support of environmental stewardship, conservation and revitalization.  This program was designed with considerable input from Pacific Northwest tribal elders, leaders, environmental managers, educators and students. Students choose between the Environmental Science Option and the Interdisciplinary Concentration Option. Students must complete at least 60 credits at the 300-499 level.

Requested by: Joel Green_/ John Rombold_______ Date: 4/20/2011______

Dean of Academics: ___________________________Date: ______________

*  Attach copy of program description as in current catalog 

* Attach copy of revised program, marking changes. New courses must be approved prior to approval of revised program.

FORM MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY PROGRAM OUTCOMES

Approval Signatures:

___________________________________________
________________________
Curriculum Committee Chair
Date

___________________________________________
________________________
Vice President for Instruction and Student Services
Date

Proposed changes and rationale:

1. Eliminate BIOL 101 (Introduction to Biology) from the requirements for the Environmental Science Option (ESO). 

Rationale: The ESO requires a 3-quarter sequence in biology  (BIOL 201, 202, and 203).  BIOL 101 is a one-quarter survey of biology, whose content is included in BIOL 201, 202, and 203, but with less detail.  It is redundant to require both BIOL 101 and the 3-quarter sequence in biology.
2.       Rename the PREREQUISITE REQUIREMENTS to REQUIRED FOUNDATIONAL COURSES in the catalog description for both the ESO and ICO options. 
Rationale: These courses are not prerequisite to enrolling in the BSNES, so describing them as prerequisites is inaccurate, but they are foundational in that they provide background knowledge for BSNES courses and are required for completion of the program of study.  It is understood that the term “Foundational Courses” is aspirational, that the list of foundational courses is a work in progress, and that we have a commitment to ensuring that foundational courses promote  indigenous self-determination and knowledge.

 3.
Change the description for the REQUIRED FOUNDATIONAL COURSES from what had been stated previously for the PREREQUISITE REQUIREMENTS.
Rationale: The revised wording more accurately reflects the intent of the BSNES faculty and staff.

 4.
Move BIOL 201, 202, and 203 from the REQUIRED ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE OPTION COURSES to the REQUIRED Foundational Courses.
Rationale:  BIOL 201, 202 and 203 are foundational to further study in environmental science, and students will be better prepared for upper division courses if BIOL 201, 202 and 203 are taken as part of an associate degree program, or as soon as possible upon entering the BSNES program.  Many upper division biology and environmental science courses have these 200-level biology courses as prerequisites. 

5.
NESC 499A be completed in the junior year and 499B be completed in the senior year.  

Rationale: NES faculty have found that students need to begin thinking about their capstone project in the junior rather than the senior year in order to be well prepared to complete the capstone project successfully. The course revision for NESC 499A-B reflects these changes as well as a name change for the two components of NESC 499A-B.

6. NESC 303 is not be a required course in the BSNES Interdisciplinary Concentration Option but it is a prerequisite for NESC 305, NES Concentration Seminar. Students may take NESC 305 without having completed NESC 303 with the permission of the instructor AND the student’s NES Advisor.
Rationale: The faculty who teach both NESC 303 and NESC 305 have found that some students are adequately prepared to successfully take NESC 305 without having taken NESC 303 while others need more preparation, which is provided in NESC 303. While this change does not affect the catalog description it does clarify aspects of the program. These changes are reflected in the NESC 303 and 305 course revisions. 
Note that additional revisions in the text of the BSNES catalog description have been made to clarify the intent of the program and to correct inaccurate wording in the previous catalog description. All changes are noted in yellow on the revised catalog description.
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