NESC 3XX (340):  Native Views on Animal Behavior
Syllabus
Instructor: Steve Pavlik

Course Description: Combines Native American traditional knowledge with Western science in a comparative study of thought processes, consciousness, beliefs, and rationality which result in individual nonhuman animal behavior.  Topics include animal intelligence, emotion, behavior, and communication with emphasis on Indigenous cognitive ethology as a foundation for tribal wildlife research and management.
Prerequisites:  PHIL 140 Philosophies of the Natural World or NESC 310 Native Science. Also in rare cases, special approval by the instructor.
Textbook: Readings in Animal Cognition. Edited by Marc Bekoff and Dale Jamieson.  Massachusetts Institute of Technology Press (1996). 
In addition to the above textbook, students will also be provided with a collection of readings written by Native American scholars on the topic of Indigenous cognitive ethology. Among these Native intellectuals: Black Elk, Charles A. Eastman, Luther Standing Bear, Vine Deloria, Jr., John Mohawk, Gregory Cajete, Daniel R. Wildcat, Winona LaDuke, Oren Lyons, Linda Hogan, Tom Sampson, and Billy Frank, Jr. to name a few. .
NWIC outcomes:  As a result of this course students will be able to:
1. Demonstrate a sense of place.

1. Demonstrate an understanding of what it is to be a people.

Program outcomes: As a result of this course students will able to:
       1. Articulate the diversity in spirituality, culture, and language.
      2.  Articulate their own identity in terms of a sense of place and their people.




Course Outcomes:   At the end of this class students will be able to:
1. Examine and interpret the main tenets of Indigenous cognitive ethology (ICE). 
2. Identify three definitive characteristics of ICE and explain how they differ from mainstream cognitive ethology.
3. Analyze three Native American philosophers and explain how their ideas have contributed to Indigenous cognitive ethological thought.
4. Compare and contrast three viewpoints of mainstream cognitive ethology with corresponding viewpoints of ICE, and suggest how each contributes to an understanding of animal behavior.
5. Recommend three ways in which ICE can be used to help improve the philosophical and ethical foundations that govern wildlife research and management.
Course Outline:
Week 1:  Indigenous Cognitive Ethology: Defining the Discipline
Week 2:  Evolutionary Theory: The Biological Basis for Animal Cognition
Week 3:   From Darwin to Griffin: Western Philosophy and Animal Cognition
Week 4:   The Spiritual Center: Indigenous Origins and Animal Cognition
Week 5:   From Eastman to Deloria: Indigenous Philosophy and Animal Cognition
Week 6:   Anthropomorphism: Problem or Promise?
Week 7:   Foundations: Animal Intelligence, Awareness, Intentionality, Cooperation, and Play.
Week 8:   Animal Personality and Individualism
Week 9:   Animal Language and Communication
Week 10:  Indigenous Cognitive Ethology and Tribal Wildlife Management: Theory and Practice 
Week 11: The Other Side of Ursus: A Case Study in Indigenous Cognitive Ethology

Class preparation:  Students are expected to come to class and be prepared to engage in critical analysis discussion. Students are strongly encouraged to take notes of discussions, lectures, and readings, which will be used for the preparation of developing research paper topics.
The use of cell phones, computers, and other electronic devices is strictly prohibited in class – write out your notes the “old fashioned” way – with pencil or pen and paper.
Class attendance:  One of the best indicators of academic success is good attendance.  You are expected to attend every class and be on time.  You are also expected to remain in class for the duration of the class period – this includes not getting up and simply walking out of the classroom (which I will interpret as a lack of interest on your part). I will take role at the beginning of class.  If you are late, it is your responsibility to see me, during the break or after class, to assure that you have been marked as being present.  Students arriving more than 15 minutes late will be considered absent.
Assignments: This course is built around the daily readings, lectures and discussions.  It is absolutely critical that you keep up with the readings in this class, and that you take notes.
Students will be required to write a three page reflective paper on each assigned reading (topic). These papers must be typed using double-space, twelve point font.  Your name, date, and the title of the reading or topic must appear in the upper left hand corner of your paper.  A strict due date will exist for each paper (see list).  Papers that are received more than one week late will be worth 50% of their original point value.   No papers will be accepted more than two weeks late unless prior approval is granted by the instructor.
We will occasionally watch videos or invite a guest speaker into the classroom.  Students will be required to complete a one-page handwritten summary on these special events or activities. 
Please note:  I do not lend out my lecture notes.  If you are absent from class it is your responsibility to find out what you missed by coming into my office to see me, or by talking to a classmate.  You are expected to get caught up by the next class and prepared to move on.
A final research paper will be required.  This paper will be no less than ten pages in length – excluding bibliography – typed double space in 12 point font.  The bibliography should list and utilize no less than 5 non-internet sources.  Additional details on this paper will be provided later.
Grading procedures: Your final grade will consist of a cumulative total of all points earned during the quarter.  In general, the reflection papers will comprise 70% of your grade, the final research paper 20%, and class participation 10%. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A special note to ITV students:  Taking a course over ITV requires a special commitment and a sense of responsibility on the part of both the student and the instructor.  Difficulties with the technical aspects of the process, and limitations in direct communication between the student and the instructor are just two of the problems that might arise.  Having said this, ITV is a wonderful learning vehicle, and potentially a great experience for all involved in the process.  Remember that your good attendance is even more critical for success over ITV.  Moreover, it is extremely important that you remain engaged in the classroom experience.  Ask questions!  Join in the discussion!  Be a part of the classroom experience.
The final word:  This syllabus is meant to be only a general guide to the course and is not carved in stone.  The instructor reserves the right to add or delete from this syllabus as the course progresses.  I will make every effort to inform you of any changes in a timely manner.
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