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COURSE SYLLABUS

Spring 2011
Preschool Curriculum Development 
3 credits

Tues and Thurs 5:00-7:20 pm
Locations: 
Lummi Campus:  
KW 104

Yakama:

Yakama Head Start, Wapato site, Conference Room

PG S’Klallam

ITV classroom

Nez Perce

DLC, Lapwai

Instructor: 
Shelley Macy

Phone: 
Toll free long distance: 
(866) 676-2772 x 4227 

Local



(360)392-4227

Cell



(360) 961-6170

FAX





(360) 647-7084.

Email: 
smacy@nwic.edu

Office hours: 
I am in my office a lot, but I am particularly committed to being 

there during my designated office hours (unless I am traveling and not on campus).



2:30-4:30 T and Th

3:3-5 pm Wed.

Course Description:

Integrates understanding of relationships, the learning process, and developmentally effective approaches to teaching and learning, with knowledge of content areas to design, implement, and evaluate positive learning experiences for preschool-aged Native children. Curriculum areas include:  language and literacy; math and science; and social studies and humanities. Service learning or practicum hours required.

Prerequisites: ECED 101 or ECED 104 plus at least 9 additional ECED credits, 100-level and above.

Rationale: 

Children from birth to age five (5) are undergoing the most rapid brain development of their lives. In order to do no harm, early educators must provide appropriate, adequate learning opportunities and experiences. Setting up the schedule, routines, and learning opportunities to meet children’s needs for learning requires attention to developmental appropriateness, family involvement, cultural integration, content areas, and best practices for these young ones. 

REQUIRED TEXTS

1. The Creative Curriculum for Preschool. Dodge, Colker, and Heroman. Teaching Strategies. Washington DC. 2002. ISBN 10- 1-879357-43-5.
AND 

2. Reflecting Children's Lives: A Handbook for Planning Child-centered Curriculum. Deb Curtis and Margie Carter. Redleaf Press. St. Paul. 1996. ISBN 10—1-884834-27-2.
OUTCOMES

Northwest Indian College Outcomes Assessed in this Course:

Written Communication Skills – 2a:  Write standard English

Oral Communication Skills – 3b:  Apply interpersonal communication skills Communicate your curriculum to the class using hands-on experiences, hand-outs, and oral presentation skills.

ECED 213 Course-specific Outcomes: 

Upon completion of this course, you will be able to: 

1) Create an environment that promotes child-initiated, play-based, constructivist learning and incorporates indirect guidance strategies (service learning or practicum hours required)

2) Develop a one-month curriculum incorporating Native culture, language development, literacy, math, science, social studies, and the arts for 3’s, 4’s and 5’s.

3) Provide for elements in at least 3 areas of the curriculum you develop that build on culture, family composition, and the emergent interests of the children.

4) Demonstrate planning for learning for weekly, monthly and yearly planning that incorporates children’s interests and needs.

5) Reflect upon and assess outcomes of teaching strategies, suggesting at least two changes indicated. 

6) Implement scaffolding for individualization for one child, and replenish at least two areas of the environment for increased learner engagement in constructivist learning.

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS AND ACTIVITIES

This class will use hands-on activities (observations, role plays, class activities, curriculum planning, service learning, etc.) and actual participation in a preschool program to provide learning opportunities around key concepts. In addition, time for reflection and discussion will be important in order for students to build upon their knowledge. Lecture and videos are other means we’ll employ. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Attendance:  attendance is the joy of this course. You will not get the benefit of the course without attending. If you call when you need to miss class, you will receive 50% credit. 

Engagement is required, but at your own level of comfort and risk taking. We will be doing discussions, small group work, listening partnerships, and other in-class activities.

Curriculum: You’ll each create a curriculum and present it to the class for everyone’s hands-on learning. By the end of the quarter you will each have experienced as many curricula as there are students in the class. Everyone will contribute to everyone else’s learning in a multitude of ways. . 

Completion of readings and assignments outside of class is expected and required in preparation for the next class session. Don’t come to class unprepared—we need you with us for the best learning for all. 

On children in class:

We value young people! And we value learning. Since the college classroom is not a developmentally appropriate setting for children and since the presence of young ones interferes with the optimal learning environment for adults in class, please find care for your young ones during class.  Even though we will be doing activities geared for children, it will not be at their pace nor with their needs in mind. Please respect this guideline. 

EVALUATION:

C = You will need to reach an acceptable standard of competency to receive a “C” in this course.

1. Read assigned text and handouts

2. Orally Present your Poster and Curriculum to the class “C” level
3. At least two lesson plans have Native American content and approach
4. Participate in all curriculum activities presented, including but not limited to trying the activities, asking questions of the presenter, and indicating what interests you would see emerging from the activity.

5. Complete at least three reflections in your journal on Practicum or Service Learning

6. Complete Class Portfolio of items for Curriculum Development and Implementation

7. Complete journal entries for every class session 

B = All requirements for a “C” grade met with all work submitted at a “good” or “excellent” level plus 

1. Orally present your Poster and Curriculum to the class and submit at “B” level
2. At least three of your lesson plans reflect Native American content and values
3. Complete at least five reflections in your journal on Practicum or Service Learning

4. Complete journal entries for every class session showing both participation and reflection on the impact of the activities on you.

A = All requirements for a “B” grade met, plus 

1. Orally Present your Poster and Curriculum to the class and submit at “A” level
2. At least five (5) lesson plans reflect local tribal content and values. 

3. Complete at least eight reflections in your journal on Practicum or Service Learning

4. Complete journal entries for every class session showing both participation and reflection on the impact of the activities on you and the implications for your teaching. 
5. At least 5 lesson plans have Native American content
I will share my scoring tool with you to help you know what is “acceptable (C),” “good (B),” and “excellent (A)” work. Please don’t hesitate to ask if you have questions or concerns. The most important thing is for you to learn and get credit for your knowledge and understandings. Let’s both work to make sure that you do.

All work is to be completed in one quarter.
If you have a verifiable emergency that prevents your completion on time, and if you have completed at least 70% of the course, you may request an “Incomplete” grade. The course must generally be completed within the first two weeks of the following quarter. Course completed under the Incomplete guidelines will generally not be graded higher than C+.

Course Calendar:

 (Note to instructor: Each week offers a workshop from A Trainers Guide to Creative Curriculum Vol. 1(TGCC V1)  for suggested hands-on activities for presenting the content of the lesson. Use what works for you and your group of students)

Week 1.   What is curriculum? Why should it emerge from the reality of children’s lives? How smart are children?

Many approaches:

Montessori


Reggio


Emergent curriculum


Waldorf


Creative Curriculum –

· Historical, psychological, social, theory and philosophies of curriculum. 

· Presently--Curriculum that encourages 

· child-initiation 

· play-based learning

· constructivist learning 

· Building relationships for learning

IN CLASS ACTIVITIES
· Present power point on historical, psychological, social, theory and philosophy. 
· Review “initiative” (Erikson), “play-based” (Piaget), and “constructivism” (Dewey, Piaget, Vygotsky)
· In class workshops on promoting positive relationships, developing rules for community, handling conflicts between children and responding to challenging behavior. A Trainers Guide to Creative Curriculum Vol. 1(TGCC V1) pages 86-93)
· Selecting your Practicum or Service Learning worksite
Journal

Prior to Week 2 Read: 

“The Environment is the Curriculum” 

Reflecting Children’s Lives, “Introduction” pages ix through xiv and “Begin with Yourself,” pages 1-17. 

Creative Curriculum pages 61-101

Week  2.  

IN CLASS ACTIVITIES 
· Video: Room Arrangement as a Teaching Strategy

· Schedule templates for constructivist learning

· Where are we headed (constructing our learning in this class)

· Explanation of “products”

· Posters—Four elements

· One curriculum, multiple parts

Prior to Week 3, Read:

“Revitalizing the Environment”

Reflecting Children’s Lives, pages 18-49

Class Portfolio Items Due: 


Journal

Improved Daily Schedule

Improved Floor Plan and Revitalization Strategies

Week 3 Integrating Culture into the curriculum. 

IN CLASS ACTIVITIES
Culture workshop:

· What we want to see—families, community, Director, classroom staffs

· Resources available

· Activities and plans

Other resources—books and online

Developing our curricula—choosing a focus


Webbing as a tool

Prior to Week 4 Read —

Reflecting Children’s Lives, pages 50-69 “Putting the Child Back in DAP”

Creative Curriculum pages 126 – 133 and 351-380

Class Portfolio Items Due: 


Journal


Beginning Curriculum Web
Week 4.  Literacy: 

IN CLASS ACTIVITIES
1. Constructing our knowledge--Introduction and overview

2. Resources for literacy-- Blocks, dramatic play, toys and games, art, discovery, library (chapters 6-16, Creative Curriculum)


3. Class discussion: What literacy means to you

4. Native American culture and literacy (Tribal Language in the classroom)

5. Creating your literacy lesson plan

Invite guest speaker from WWU or other expert on early childhood literacy

(Power point presentation on literacy)(Workshop:  Principals of Literacy (Trainers Guide to Creative Curriculum Vol. 2 (TGCCV2)) page and refer to page 10 and 11.  And Pages 245 – 259)

Prior to Week 5, Read—

Creative Curriculum pages 134-141 & 156 – 162

Reflecting Children’s Lives, pages 70-107, “Redefining Curriculum Themes”

Class Portfolio Items Due: 


Journal


Literacy lesson plan including literacy resources in the environment

Week 5.  Math:  

IN CLASS ACTIVITIES
1. Constructing our knowledge--Introduction and overview

2. Fostering math concepts in free choice, large groups, and small groups

3. Class Discussion: What math means to you

4. Resources for Math—Blocks, dramatic play, toys and games, art, discovery, library (chapters 6-16, Creative Curriculum)


5. Native American culture and math (Tribal recipes and measuring)

6. Creating your math lesson plan

Prior to Week 6, Read—

Creative Curriculum pages 142 – 145

Reflecting Children’s Lives, pages 123-163, “Organizing and Communicating Your Approach to Curriculum Planning”

Class Portfolio Items Due: 


Journal

Resources for constructing mathematical understanding in the environment and math – 

Math lesson plan including plans to “provision the environment” and ideas to “sustain the play.”

Week 6.  Science: 

IN CLASS ACTIVITIES
1. Constructing our knowledge--Introduction and overview

2. Workshop “How the discovery area promotes development.  (TGCC V1, page 270- 290)

3. Class discussion:  What science means to you

4. Resources for Science-- Blocks, dramatic play, toys and games, art, discovery, library (chapters 6-16, Creative Curriculum)


5. Native American culture and science (Plants, sea life, and stars)

6. Creating your science lesson plan

Prior to Week 7, Read: 

Creative Curriculum pages 146 – 151
Review--Reflecting Children’s Lives, pages 123-163, “Organizing and Communicating Your Approach to Curriculum Planning”

Class Portfolio Items Due: 


Journal

Resources for developing the scientific method in the environment 

Science lesson plan including plans to “provision the environment” and ideas to “sustain the play.” 

Week 7.  Social studies: 

IN CLASS ACTIVITIES
1. Constructing our knowledge--Introduction and overview

2. Workshop:  Social Studies 

3. Native American social studies 

4. Resources for social studies: Blocks, dramatic play, toys and games, art, discovery, library (chapters 6-16, Creative Curriculum)


5. Class discussion : Integrated curriculum in social studies

6. Creating your social studies lesson plan

Prior to Week 8 Read—

Creative Curriculum pages 152 – 155 Music, Visual Arts, Dance, Drama: 

Review--Reflecting Children’s Lives, pages 123-163, “Organizing and Communicating Your Approach to Curriculum Planning”

Class Portfolio Items Due: 


Journal

Resources for constructing social studies knowledge in the environment 

Social studies lesson plan including plans to “provision the environment,” ideas to “sustain the play,” and notes on how you might “enrich the play.” 

Week 8.  Art and Music: 

IN CLASS ACTIVITIES
1. Constructing our knowledge--Introduction and overview

2. Individual and group art

3. Music and brain development

4. Resources for art and music: Blocks, dramatic play, toys and games, art, discovery, library (chapters 6-16, Creative Curriculum)


5. Creating a rattle or drum 

6. Class discussion

7. Creating your creativity lesson plan

Class Portfolio Items Due: 


Journal

Resources for enhancing creativity in the environment 

Creativity Lesson plan including plans to “provision the environment,” ideas to “sustain the play,” notes on how you might “enrich the play,” and at least one strategy for children to “represent the experience.” 

Prior to Week 9, Read

Reflecting Children’s Lives, pages 164-190, “Developing Yourself”

Week 9.  Assessment of curriculum, “stage managing,” and scaffolding; legal requirements

IN CLASS ACTIVITIES
1. Constructing our knowledge--Introduction and overview

· Observing children’s use of and engagement in curricular activities (especially during choice time)

· How to document observations for individualization and IEPs.

· Charting

· Portfolios

· Workshop: Observing Children: Why, When, What, and How to Observe; TGCCV1 Pages 114-117 and 124 – 135)

Class discussion—meeting legal requirements without compromising children’s needs and learning

1.  Head Start: Education Protocol and Standards

2. ECEAP (Washington State)

3. State Minimum licensing requirements for child care

 (Workshops TGCCV1 pages 312 – 317)

Read:

Class Portfolio Items Due: 


Journal


Scaffolding plan for one child

Week 10:  Presentations of curricula by students.

IN CLASS ACTIVITIES
Poster Sharing

(a) Overall Environmental set-up

(b) Daily Schedule

(c) Constructivism creation (collage, poem, song, etc.)

(d) Curriculum Web

Curriculum Sharing and Distribution

a. Outline—annual framework and monthly, weekly, and one day plans

b. A lesson plan for each curriculum area for one week—Provide materials for class participation for one lesson plan

i. Stage managing plans

ii. Scaffolding notes

Submit Portfolio and completed journal.

Celebrate!

In Class activity for Week 8—Art and Music

Native American Art: Rattles and Drums

Create for use in your classroom, and determine developmental appropriateness for children to make as a creative art project or cultural craft. 

1. Give each student a juice can with lid. They can decorate their can using construction paper and markers. Have students fill the can with popcorn kernels. Cut a slit in the can to insert the Popsicle stick. Glue or tape will hold it in place. Students can now make ceremonial music with their rattles.

2. The most important instrument for Native Americans was and still is a drum! To make a drum you will need a container (oatmeal, margarine tub, can with lid), construction paper, tape, markers, feathers, and glue. Measure out and cut construction paper to fit container. Make a design on the paper and tape the paper around container. Glue on some feathers (optional) and create a beat with your hands.
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