NEW ACADEMIC COURSE PROPOSAL FORM

NWIC has prioritized the curriculum for certain program of study and student outcomes.  With that in mind, please carefully consider and answer the following questions.

Course title: Technical Writing
Department: ENGL 202




Credits: 5
Proposed by: Brian Compton
1. What is the rationale for offering this course?

To provide an alternative to ENGL 102, English Composition II, with an emphasis on technical writing to better prepare students intending, for example, to pursue the Bachelor of Science in Native Environmental Science degree program.
2. How will this course meet or impact existing programs of study?

Like ENGL 102, it will satisfy general education requirements for a Communication Skill course, but it should better prepare BS-NES students for technical writing as required in Native environmental science.
3. Are you intending for this course to be transferred to a four-year college? Yes.
If yes, check the categories in which it will fit.

_X_Communication Skills

____Natural Sciences

____Quantitative Skills

____Native American Studies 

____Social Sciences


____Transferable Electives

____Humanities


____Nontransferable Electives


__Theory or __ Practice

4.
Will this be a required course in a degree or certificate program? 
No.
If yes, please specify:

5.
What are the prerequisites, if any?

ENGL 101, English Composition I
6. Does the course compete with other courses offered? Yes.
If yes, which ones?

ENGL 102, English Composition II
If yes, why should the course be created?

To better prepare BS-NES students for technical writing as required in Native environmental science programs of study or other students interested in pursuing fields where technical writing is required.
7. Is there a similar existing course that can be revised instead? Yes.
If yes, what are the pros and cons for revising the course instead of creating a new one?

ENGL 201, Technical Report Writing exists and the Curriculum Committee  approved a course revision to that course during the Spring 2010 quarter to address the needs as indicated in this new course proposal and as indicated in past Curriculum Committee meeting minutes.  However, for practical reasons related to Jenzabar programming and the past history of ENGL 201 (being offered at different times as a Communications Skills and a transferable elective), personnel in the Registrar's office, Enrollment Services, and instructional administration determined that the most satisfactory approach would be to create a new course, ENGL 202, and deactivate ENGL 201 without moving forward with the approved course revision to ENGL 201.

The ENGL 202 materials associated with this new course proposal are identical to the ENGL 201 course revision materials approved on 6-18-10, with the exception of the course number and title changes (from ENGL 201, Technical Report Writing, to ENGL 202, Technical Writing).  The rational for the new course proposal includes the following reasons:

· Having a preexisting course numbered ENGL201 and a "new" (actually revised) course of the same number (but the courses being significantly different, especially in terms of general education distribution area requirements) creates two problems:
· The first is technical in that we cannot program our database to accept the same course number for different types of credit, which we would have to do, depending on when the course was taken.
· The second is that since our existing ENGL 201 has significant differences in outcomes and the OAR committee rejected it for not meeting their standards for a CS, it would be better to have a new number and catalog listing for the new version, to avoid confusion when students undergo a transfer review.
The proposed course number change therefore allows the course to be unambiguously differentiated from ENGL 201 as offered in the past, as does the title change.  Further justification for the proposed title of "Technical Writing" as opposed to "Technical Report Writing," lies in the fact that the new course may include writing for technical purposes beyond technical reports.  Furthermore, the proposed title is also consistent with the title of this course as it is designated in the Washington Community and Technical Colleges common course numbering system (i.e., ENGL& 230, Technical Writing [for 3 credits] and ENGL& 235, Technical Writing [for 5 credits]).
8.
How will the course impact the rest of the curriculum?

It incorporates the same basic course outcomes as ENGL 102 but in addition to the aforementioned  points, the new course would ideally better prepare students wishing to pursue science studies and to later take courses such as ENGL 305, Technical Writing for Tribal Leaders, where they could further develop their technical writing skills.
9. Does NWIC have the resources available to offer this course? Yes.
If yes, what are they?

Rochelle Troyano at the Nez Perce site was involved in the development of the ENGL 201 course revision, and can teach this course.
Before coming to the Curriculum Committee please answer the following questions on a separate attachment.

Preliminary Questions:

1. What is the student target population? AAS-NES and BS-NES students.
2. What is the value of the course to students? It will better prepare them for further science-related coursework.
3. How will the course be marketed? It will be included in the annual schedule.
4. How will the course be funded? Through existing instructional salaries.
5. Is the course something that existing faculty members can teach? Yes.
6. Is a faculty person designated to teach the course? Yes, Rochelle Troyano.
7. Does the course developer have expertise/qualifications in this subject area? Yes.
8. Do you plan to offer this course at a specific site? Yes, Nez Perce as early as Winter 2011.
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