WELCOME TO MATH 098 VCH – ELEMENTARY ALGEBRA (5 Credits): Quarter
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Welcome to Northwest Indian College! My name is Matteo Tamburini. I have been teaching math here for eight years. In this class you will have the opportunity to learn the foundations of algebra, which is the systematic study of patterns. It is a powerful tool to think about the world, which has been practiced by all cultures in their own way. For the Coast Salish Tribes, making reef nets, weaving with cedar bark and beading are clear examples of algebraic thinking.
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I believe the things below and I make every effort to make a classroom that puts them into practice: 
· everyone can learn math;

· learning math means thinking deeply about challenging ideas;

· there are many ways to understand the same problem;
· each of us come with our own history and point of view: we all can learn from each other;
· mathematics can be creative, engaging, and profoundly satisfying.

My job will be to help you learn math (not tell you about math) and to help you navigate your time at NWIC. Feel free to ask me questions if you have any!
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	Beading design created by NWIC student, with geometric and algebraic patterns.


Now for the details…
Class Time and Location: _______
Instructor Information:
Matteo Tamburini
Office: Building 4, Room 205

Office Hours: 

Phone: (360) 392 4348; Math and Writing Center: (360) 392 4235
Fax: (360) 647 7084
Email: mtamburini@nwic.edu
Course Description: 
Builds the fundamentals of algebra, including pattern recognition and generalization, connecting the symbolism of algebra to geometry, describing solutions to linear equations and inequalities, and representing algebraic objects in multiple ways (symbolic, graphic, geometric, contextual, verbal). Emphasis is on building fluency with the concept of variable.
Prerequisite: MATH 70 or Placement test. 
Textbook: No textbook is required for this class.
Attendance: Your presence and participation in this class will be crucial to your success. You will be expected work on the material regularly, and communicate with me both during our videoconferences and outside of them, by email and phone. I understand that life may bring unexpected complications, but understanding math involves participation and time. If you must miss class for any reason (personal, health-related, or cultural) you will be expected to contact me ahead of time and stay current on class assignments.
Student Email:
All students receive an <nwic.edu> email account upon enrollment. All official notifications about your bookstore voucher code, Canvas, financial aid, scholarship and internship opportunities, etc. are done through your <nwic.edu> email account. 

You can access your <nwic.edu> email account from any browser by going to the www.nwic.edu website and clicking “email login.” If you have questions, you can contact the IT department in the new Library.
Course Policies: 

· Calculators can be a useful resource, and I expect you to use them regularly. 
· I expected you to submit your work on time, even if it is incomplete. You may continue to work on and revise portfolio items provided that you meet the deadline. You will have access to most assignments for several days before they are due: I encourage you to at least get started as soon as possible. If for any reason (personal, health-related, or cultural) you expect that you may have to miss a deadline, I expect you to contact me ahead of time and stay current on class assignments.
Math and Writing Center: There are tutors located at the Lummi campus that are participating in our class discussions and are available to provide assistance remotely, by videoconference for example. Please take advantage of this opportunity!

You can reach the tutoring center by calling (360) 392 4235
Course Outcomes (the math you will learn): 

As a part of the expectations for this class, by the end of the quarter you should be able to: 
· generalize and describe symbolically the relationship between two quantities in an algebraic pattern.

· convert between multiple representations (graphical, geometric, algebraic, contextual, verbal) of linear equations and inequalities, and of linear and quadratic expressions. 

· relate various geometric concepts, such as length, area, and volume, through English sentences and symbolic formulas.

· solve linear equations and inequalities through numerical investigation.

· describe meaningful contexts for operations with positive and negative numbers.

· simplify polynomial expressions.

· evaluate expressions, formulas, equations and inequalities using the order of operations.

Grading:
In order to pass this class, you must demonstrate that you understand the material covered in the class: this means that you should be able to do the things listed above. 

You will have multiple opportunities to demonstrate your understanding throughout the course. 

For each of the outcomes in the list above, I will measure your understanding using these categories:

	Incomplete
	Emerging
	Proficient
	Fluent


A “C” grade in this class means

· That you participate in 70% of the videoconferences;

· Post a reply and respond to one of your classmates in 70% of the discussions;
· Submit work in 10 of the 13 pattern assignments that would at least be scored “Emerging” on the rubric. TWO of your pattern assignments must be scored as “Proficient” on the rubric; 

· Submit work on all six equations. ALL of them must be scored as “Proficient” on the rubric.
An “A” grade in this class means that you have fulfilled the requirements for a “C” grade and:
· That you participate meaningfully and thoughtfully, responding to fellow students’ posts, in 90% of the discussions.
· Submit thoughtful work on ALL of the pattern assignments. Two of them must be scored as “Fluent” on the rubric;
· Submit work on all six equations. Two of them must score “Fluent” on the rubric, the rest must be scored as “proficient” on the rubric.
· Present your own geometric pattern along with work that scores at the “Fluent” level on the rubric.
· Complete 90% of all the assignments in Canvas.

It is important for you to know about these two policies of Northwest Indian College:

Grade Change:

Grade and designation of Incomplete recorded by the registrar at the end of a quarter will be considered final and not be changed except in the following cases:

· When a letter grade is submitted to replace the incomplete, by the instructor of record or, if the instructor of record is no longer employed by NWIC, by the Dean of Academics.

· When a grade resulting from an error, such as a computation error, is corrected by the instructor of record; the request for change to correct these errors may only be made by the instructor of record, before the beginning of blue-slip week (second week of the quarter) of the following quarter.

· When an error committed in the administrative recording process is corrected by the registrar’s office.

· When a student’s grade appeal has been adjudicated, as outlined in the grievance procedure in the Student Handbook.

This basically means that, unless there is a mistake made, the grade you receive at the end of the quarter is your grade. It can’t be changed after the fact, which is why it’s important that you also read and understand the part below:
If a student has been making consistent progress and has regular attendance, but some essential requirement of the course has not been completed because of unforeseen circumstances the student has the option to request to enter into an incomplete agreement. The deadline to request an incomplete agreement is the last day of the quarter. 

It is the Instructor’s discretion whether to accept the student’s request.

When the instructor submits an incomplete agreement for a student, included should be:

· the grade earned by the student on the date that the incomplete agreement is submitted, 

· a detailed list of remaining work to be completed, and 

· a deadline for the completion of that work. (The deadline is not to extend longer than two consecutive quarters). 

In the sixth week of the quarter, you will be able to access a midterm report. The codes in that report are explained below.

01S: You are currently on track to pass the class and should keep up the good work.

02S: You are currently on track to pass, but should put in more effort to ensure that you will be able to pass.

03U: Your attendance/participation is satisfactory, but you need to invest more time to ensure that you will pass. This means putting more effort into your assignments and turning them in on time.

04U: Your poor attendance/participation is preventing you from successfully learning all of the material. You will need to attend class/participate more often to ensure that you will pass.

05U: Your low attendance/participation is preventing you from successfully learning all of the material. You will need to attend class/participate more often AND put more effort into your assignments to ensure that you will pass.

06U: You should communicate with the instructor and/or an advisor to discuss your options and resources as soon as possible.
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Woven cedar basket made by Mrs. Jennie Hearn Kanim of the Snoqualmie tribe, 

with geometric and algebraic patterns.
(Photo from the Burke Museum collection)
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MATH 190


Vocational Math


Counts ONLY for the IT and Chemical Dependency programs








MATH 98


Elementary Algebra


Offered VCH in Fall and Winter Quarter





MATH 99


Intermediate Algebra


Currently not offered OL or VCH





MATH 107


Elementary Statistics


For almost all degrees and programs


Taught every quarter with OL and VCH sections available





MATH 102


College Algebra


For the science degree


Taught VCH in Winter quarter.





MATH 151


Survey of Mathematics


Recommended for the AAST-ECE degree


Taught in Spring Quarter; OL or VCH
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