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	Observation, Documentation, and Assessment
ECED 212
4 Credits

Winter 2018

	Class Dates: Jan 08 – Mar 23, 2018
Class Days:  Thursdays
Class Times:  5:00 pm – 6:15 pm
Class Website:  https://nwic.instructure.com
Join through the “Conference” Feature
	Instructor Name: Shasta Pettijohn
Office Hours: Wednesdays 3:00 – 4:00 pm

Telephone Number: 509-675-1722

Email Address: spettijohn@nwic.edu


Course Description
This course provides an introduction to format and informal observation and assessment tools which are currently utilized in the classroom for children from birth to age eight.  It is designed to give the student a means of understanding the role of documentation in the development of curriculum and assessment that is responsive to a student’s social, physical, emotional and cognitive development
Prerequisite
ECED 101
Required Texts
Week by Week, Plans for Documenting Children’s Development, 5th edition.  Barbara Ann Nilsen.  Wadsworth Cengage Learning.  Belmont, CA. 2013. ISBN-13: 978-0-495-81317-0    ISBN-10: 0-495-81317-6 
The Art of Awareness: How Observation Can Transform Your Teaching, 2nd edition.  Deb Curtis and Margie Carter.  Red Leaf Press. St. Paul, MN. 2013. ISBN: 1-978-1-60554-086-3
Instructor Discretion
As the instructor of this course I reserve the right to make alterations to the tentative schedule outlined in this syllabus. If at any time I find it to be relevant or pertinent to the course or the student, I may substitute and / or change reading assignments or writing assignments as I deem necessary in order to create a more effective learning environment or learning opportunity for the student. If such a change is made, it will be done in a timely manner so as not to impede the learning process.
Course Outcomes
1. Demonstrate awareness of individual children and commitment to learning from them by observation.

2. Recognize and use at least five observation/assessment tools.

3. Apply at least five observation/assessment tools in the direct observation of a child.

4. Use and select an appropriate observation/assessment technique to collect data on a child’s development.

5. Identify at least three environmental factors that can influence the assessment process.

6. Recognize and value the impact of personal bias on the assessment process and its results.

7. Create at least one observation/assessment tool.

8. Identify three uses and three possible misuses of standardized tests.

9. Apply observation results in the curriculum decision making process.

Program Outcomes

1. Promoting child development and learning.
2. Building family and community partnerships.

3. Observing, documenting, and assessing.

4. Teaching and learning.

5. Integrity, advocacy, and commitment to the field of Early Childhood Education.

Aligned with Institutional Outcomes
1. Native Leadership – To Acquire a Quality Education 

Educated Native leaders are essential to the survival and advancement of Tribes.  NWIC graduates are leaders in their own right and have the ability to communicate in diverse situations, listen deeply, think critically, and organize and articulate ideas.
2. Way of Life – To Give Back

Education is relevant when Indigenous ways of thinking, learning, and doing are infused into the educational framework.  NWIC graduates possess the knowledge of how Tribal values are interpreted and practiced through healthy lifestyles, language, and decision making.
3. Inherent Rights –  To Apply Indigenous Knowledge

Knowledge of Tribal history, language and culture is integral to the advancement of sovereignty and self-determination.  NWIC graduates actively engage in the decolonization process using an Indigenous perceptive and are able to differentiate between inherent rights and acquired rights.
4. Community Minded – To Utilize Education Through Work

Indigenous knowledge advances the capacity of tribes.  NWIC graduates acquire the skills to identify their role as a community member, including how they are integral to advancing the collective good of the community.
Late Homework Submission Policy
Pay special attention to each assignment’s due date.  If you have an emergency or community obligation, you may contact me in advance to request an extension for an assignment (though you will not receive full credit for your work).  If extensions are not requested in advance, the assignment will be graded as late.  Homework assignment extensions are typically not granted during the final week of the quarter.

Children in Class

We value young people and we value learning. Your learning and our discussions during class time will be more challenging if children are present. Please find child care for your precious children during our class time. If children must be present, give them an activity so they are busy and engaged while we meet.

Additional Class Policies

1. Come on time, stay the whole time, and participate in class as if you were in a classroom.

2. Take responsibility for making a good online learning environment for your co-students. This means being engaged and visible. If you must leave for a moment, excuse yourself via chat box entry.

3. Turn off cell phones or put ringer on silent. Do not text or phone during class, but instead bring your whole attention to our community of learners. 

Required Assignments / Points

Syllabus Agreement
05 points


Assignments

190 points

Discussion Forums
50 points


Final Project

40 points

Final Presentation
10 points

Course Evaluation
05 points

Total


300 points
Grading Scale

	
	A = 93-100 %
	A- = 90-92 %

	B+ = 87-89 %
	B = 83-86 %
	B- = 80-82 %

	C+ = 77-79 %
	C = 73-76 %
	C- = 70-72 %

	D+ = 67-69 %
	D = 63-66 %
	D- = 60-62 %


Assignment Schedule
	Week
	Topics
	Reading Assignments
	Homework Assignments

	1
	The placement of Observation in working with children 
Explore our awareness of details:
Develop an awareness of elements that can influence our perceptions. 
Discuss how observations are being used in the classroom by teachers, students, and administrators. 

Create a chart by brainstorming about the Art and Skill components of observation.

	The Art of Awareness: Chapters 1 through 4
	Building Blocks

Snap Shot Photo Activity

	2
	Create a balance in our observations between our expectations and openness to new perceptions.
	Week by Week: Introduction and Chapter 1 

	Take a Hike! 

Scenarios from The Art of Awareness


	3
	Begin to formulate a personal motivation for Observation.

Start building a resource package of useful systems for observation.
	Week by Week: Chapters 2 and 3
Portfolio Article
	Treasure Hunt

Portfolio Article Assignment

Select a student/ child for whom who will develop a portfolio this quarter
Class List Log - Practice using it over the next few days and include your Portfolio subject

	4
	Practice recording observations.

Recognize the role of experiences that influence your frame of reference.
	The Art of Awareness: Chapters 7 and 8

Watch “Observing in a Child Care Center” video

 
	Observing in a Child Care Center

Bubble Symphony

Anecdotal Recordings – include observations for your Portfolio subject

	5
	Begin to develop an awareness of the constructs of power, adventure, drama and challenge in the play of children.
Seek observations of children taking risks physically, social/emotionally, and cognitively.
	Week by Week: Chapter 4


	Children taking Risks

Write a Running Record for 10 minutes preferably on your Portfolio subject. 
Self-evaluation of your Running Record
15 pictures of children at play 

	6
	Stages of play

Types of play

Play as a vehicle for social development

Implications of play on social development

	Art of Awareness: Chapters 9, 10, 11

Week by Week: Chapter 5


	Critique a Running Record
Identify Stages of Play

Behaviors to Change

For Week 8: Find two samples of standardized tests for young children

	7
	Quantifying reasons for change.

Developing an emotionally secure environment.

Demonstrate “active listening”.

Attend to individual communication styles.

Recognize the need to talk with children and not just at children.
	Week by Week:  Chapters 6 and 8
From Home to School article – This is for your Final Project
Final Project Instructions


	Frequency Count Chart

Final Project Component # 1:  Write a one-page reflection paper on the Home to School article

	8
	Become familiar with the uses and misuses of standardized tests
Assessing developmental appropriateness and cultural responsiveness of standardized tests
	Week by Week: Chapter 9


	Creating a Web

Remembering your Own Storytelling

Final Project Component # 2: Write a one-page paper about the background experiences that influenced the perceptions of the Teacher and the Parent

	9
	Design a visual instrument for chronicling skill development.

Propose ways to apply rating scales in curriculum development.
	The Art of Awareness: Chapter 10

Week by Week: Chapter 12


	Contour Drawing
Environmental Print

Literacy Rating Scale

Final Project Component # 3:  Write a one-page paper on your appraisal of the relationships between play and social development

	10
	Become familiar with state laws for reporting abuse.

Using documentation for abuse suspicions

Evaluating your role in a student’s self-concept development.
	The Art of Awareness: 
Pages 190 - 205

Week by Week: Chapter 10 (and pages 290-310)

	Creative Development

Family Books

Observing Children’s Self-Esteem / Reflecting on Protective and Risk Factors
Final Project Component # 4: Write a one-page paper proposing the changes you would have made in the classrooms if you were the teacher. Include a conclusion addressing your role as an observer and assessor of children.

	11
	Finals Week 

Reflections and Presentations

	No additional reading
	Final Project Presentations
Course Evaluations
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