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	Introduction to Early Childhood Education

ECED 101
5 Credits

Fall 2017

	Class Dates: Sept 18 – Dec 08, 2017
Class Days:  Tuesdays
Class Times:  5:00 pm – 6:15 pm
Class Website:  https://nwic.instructure.com
Join through the Videoconferencing Feature
	Instructor Name: Nahrin Aziz-Parsons
Office Location: Building 4 / Room 212
Office Hours: Mon & Tues 10 am – 3 pm
Telephone Number: 360-392-4308
Email Address: nparsons@nwic.edu 


Course Description
Explores the foundations of early childhood education. Examines theories defining the field, issues and trends, best practices, and program models. Requires observation of children, professionals, and programs in action.
Texts
Early Childhood Education: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow (2nd edition) by Suzanne L. Krogh & Kristine L. Slentz.  ISBN 0-415-87825-X.  Publisher: LEA Publishers. Copyright: 2011. 
Rural Early Childhood Forum on American Indian and Alaska Native Early Learning
Available online via Canvas.
Instructor Discretion
As the instructor of this course I reserve the right to make alterations to the tentative schedule outlined in this syllabus. If at any time I find it to be relevant or pertinent to the course or the student, I may substitute and / or change reading assignments or writing assignments as I deem necessary in order to create a more effective learning environment or learning opportunity for the student. If such a change is made, it will be done in a timely manner so as not to impede the learning process.

Course Outcomes
1. Explain current theories and ongoing research in early care and education as it applies to children, families, and early childhood programs, particularly in Indian Country. 

2. Describe how children learn and develop through play and the role of play in early childhood programs.

3. Observe an early childhood environment and identify examples of best practice. 

4. Compare at least five early learning program models.

5. Explain the importance of building partnerships with families and strategies for working effectively with families from a variety of cultural, linguistic, ethnic, and socioeconomic backgrounds.  

6. Identify appropriate guidance and discipline techniques used in family and early learning settings. 
7. Apply the professional code of ethics for early care and education to resolve a dilemma. 

8. Describe current research on an aspect of Native early childhood education important to your tribal community.
Program Outcomes
1. Promoting child development and learning.

2. Building family and community partnerships.
3. Observing, documenting, and assessing.
4. Teaching and learning.

5. Integrity, advocacy, and commitment to the field of Early Childhood Education.

Aligned with Institutional Outcomes
1. Native Leadership – To Acquire a Quality Education 

Educated Native leaders are essential to the survival and advancement of Tribes.  NWIC graduates are leaders in their own right and have the ability to communicate in diverse situations, listen deeply, think critically, and organize and articulate ideas.
2. Way of Life – To Give Back

Education is relevant when Indigenous ways of thinking, learning, and doing are infused into the educational framework.  NWIC graduates possess the knowledge of how Tribal values are interpreted and practiced through healthy lifestyles, language, and decision making.
3. Inherent Rights –  To Apply Indigenous Knowledge

Knowledge of Tribal history, language and culture is integral to the advancement of sovereignty and self-determination.  NWIC graduates actively engage in the decolonization process using an Indigenous perceptive and are able to differentiate between inherent rights and acquired rights.
4. Community Minded – To Utilize Education Through Work

Indigenous knowledge advances the capacity of tribes.  NWIC graduates acquire the skills to identify their role as a community member, including how they are integral to advancing the collective good of the community.
On Children in Class
We value young people and we value learning. But because our college classroom will not have activities and an environment that are developmentally appropriate for children, and because the presence of young ones will change the format and content of the class, we will be unable to engage in the full class content if children are present.  I want you to find care for your precious children away from our classroom.  Let me know if you need assistance finding child care.

Additional Class Policies
1. Treat each other with respect. Be inclusive of everyone in class whether they are in your classroom or joining via distance learning.
2. If you are attending via distance learning, personally take responsibility of making a good learning environment for your co-students, even when the microphone is muted.

3. Turn off cell phones or put ringer on silent. Do not text or phone during class, but instead bring your whole attention to our community of learners. 

4. Come on time, stay the whole time, and participate in class. 

Late Homework Submission Policy
Pay special attention to each assignment's due date.  Assignments must be submitted on time.  Assignments will lose points if they are turned in late.  If you have an emergency or cultural obligation, you may contact me to request an extension for an assignment.  I may grant an extension, depending on your circumstances.
Required Assignments / Points
Syllabus and Career Study Agreements

05 Points


Weekly Reading and Homework Assignments
100 Points


Early Childhood Education Career Study / Project
70 Points


Course Evaluation




05 Points


Total






180 Points

Early Childhood Education Career Study
You will investigate a particular career within early childhood education.  The ECE Career Study includes the following components:  (1) Interview; (2) Observation; (3) Product Evaluation; (4) Lesson Plan / Learning Activity; (5) Written Communication; and (6) Goal Statement.  See ECE Career Study Document for more details.
Grading Scale
	
	A = 93-100 %
	A- = 90-92 %

	B+ = 87-89 %
	B = 83-86 %
	B- = 80-82 %

	C+ = 77-79 %
	C = 73-76 %
	C- = 70-72 %

	D+ = 67-69 %
	D = 63-66 %
	D- = 60-62 %


Assignment Schedule
	Week
	Topics
	Reading & Homework Assignments

	Week 1


	History
Theories and Influences
	Reading: Krogh/Slentz chapter 1

Homework: Assignment # 1

	Week 2


	Career Choices
	Reading: Krogh/Slentz chapter 2
Homework:  Assignment #2
ECE Career Study Interview 

	Week 3


	Program Models

	Reading:  Krogh/Slentz chapter 3

Homework:  Assignment #3 

ECE Career Study Observation 

	Week 4


	Partnering with Parents, Families, and Communities
	Reading:  Krogh/Slentz chapter 4

Homework:  Assignment #4
ECE Career Study Product Evaluation 

	Week 5


	Current Issues
	Reading:  Krogh/Slentz chapter 5
Homework:  Assignment #5 

	Week 6


	Ethical Conduct

	Reading:  Krogh/Slentz appendix A and appendix B

Homework:  Assignment #6 

	Week 7


	Developmental Milestones
	Reading: Developmental Milestones 

Homework:  Assignment #7
ECE Career Study Learning Activity 

	Week 8


	The Role of “Play”
	Reading:  Importance of Play in Early Childhood Development and Benefits of Play articles
Homework:  Assignment #8
ECE Career Study Written Communication 

	Week 9


	Guiding Behavior
	Reading: Guidance Matters article
Homework:  Assignment #9

	Week 10

	Indigenous Research
	Reading:  Select one article from Rural Early Childhood Forum on American Indian and Alaska Native Early Learning journal
Homework:  Assignment # 10

	Week 11

	Reflective Practice
	Reading:  Select one article from Rural Early Childhood Forum on American Indian and Alaska Native Early Learning journal

Homework:  ECE Career Study Professional Goal Statement 

	Week 12


	Finals Presentations
	Reading: Finals Week – no additional reading assignment
Homework:  Course Evaluation
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