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SYLLABUS 











QUARTER
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Welcome to Intermediate Algebra
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Math is a way of viewing the world. It is an incredibly creative activity that involves asking meaningful questions and then pursuing the answers to those questions without knowing where it might take you.  To me math is such a rich part of being human I think everyone should have an opportunity to see themselves as a mathematician.  In this class we will be exploring the world of patterns together.
My Values and Beliefs (as a teacher and a human being)
· Every person brings something unique from their own history to the classroom that we can all learn from.
· We are stronger together and we all benefit from supporting each other’s growth.
· Math is universal and something every person has inside of them already.
· My role as a teacher is to draw out the math skills you already have; to help you expand and deepen the way you see, not to talk at you about what I see.
· During class we can practice the skills that help us build a stronger society, like creating a respectful learning environment and working together to achieve something complicated.
· [image: image4.png]


Learning math not only takes time, it requires a safe space in which you can make mistakes and be creative.
Course:  Math 99 A (5 credits) 
Instructor:  Cassandra Cook  (ccook1@nwic.edu)

Class Time: Monday/Wednesday/Friday 11–11:50 and Tuesday/Thursday 10 –11:50 (yes we start early twice a week!)
Room:  LS-115 (the old Lummi Day School)
Phone: (360) 392 – 4235

Office Hours 

TBD
Course Description: Extends the fundamentals of algebra including systems of linear equations; factoring polynomials; square roots; and solutions and graphs of quadratic equations. Emphasis is on multiple representations of algebraic objects and the connections between algebra and geometry.
College Outcomes: 
Students will be able to…

· effectively communicate in diverse situations, from receiving to expressing information, both verbally and non-verbally,
· meet the technological challenges of a modern world,
· work cooperatively toward a common goal.
Prerequisite: MATH 98 or Placement test. 
Textbook: No required text (get a TI-83 calculator instead)
Student Email:
All students receive an <@stu.nwic.edu> email account upon enrollment. All official notifications about your bookstore voucher code, Moodle, financial aid, scholarship and internship opportunities, and student evaluations are done through your <@stu.nwic.edu> email account. 

Your email address is your first initial and last name@stu.nwic.edu For example, Joe Student would be <jstudent@stu.nwic.edu>. If there is more than one “jstudent,” Joe might be jstudent1@stu.nwic.edu.

You can access your nwic.edu email account from any browser by going to the www.nwic.edu website and clicking “email login.” 
Technology Policies:  This class depends a lot on you and your contribution.  Try to avoid unnecessary phone use that might distract you or others.  Phone calculators can be a useful resource, but during quizzes/tests you will be using a TI-83 calculator.  I highly recommend you get a TI-83 graphing calculator to bring to class and to use on tests/quizzes. 
There are TI-83 calculators in the bookstore which cost the same as a typical textbook.  You can purchase the calculator with your book voucher.  You can look around for a cheaper one online.  There is also a TI-83 calculator app that some phones can download. 
Attendance:  Attendance is crucial to your success in this class.  Most of class time is spent on you actively doing math.  To successfully learn all the material in the brief time we have together it is important you are present and participate in class.  If you are going to miss class, contact me as soon as possible (preferably ahead of time).  We can work out a plan for you to stay up on the work. 
Class policies: Though I do not collect homework after the due date, you will have multiple opportunities to both learn and to show me what you have learned.   As long as you are turning in homework on a regular basis your grade will not be negatively affected from not being able to turn in a few late assignments.  My goal is for homework to be fun and useful to your learning.  If you have been turning in homework on most days and you need to miss class, don’t worry about trying to complete and turn in the homework for the day you missed.  Missing a few homework assignments has no negative affect on your grade.
Expectations and Format of Class:

· You will build a portfolio of your work throughout the quarter 
· There will be homework daily which will serve as many opportunities to practice and deepen your understanding of the material 
· There will be 6 quizzes 
· There will be a final assessment which will serve the purpose of allowing you to demonstrate an understanding on any of the learning outcomes that you have not previously met
· You may give a presentation in the final week of the quarter as part of the B and A grades
Grading:
All college courses have learning goals called course outcomes.  The course outcomes are what you will be able to do by the time you finish the course.  The list of outcomes for this class is written below. 
· Make mathematical conclusions based on pertinent information and interpret them in context.

· Use multiple representations (graphical, algebraic, geometric, contextual) of expressions and equations consistently and fluently.

· Use multiple representations (graphical, algebraic, geometric, contextual) of expressions and equations consistently and fluently.

· Factor the greatest common factor from an expression; factor trinomials.

· Define and demonstrate what it means for a number to be a solution to linear and quadratic equations, inequalities, and systems of equations.

· Solve systems of linear equations algebraically and graphically.

· Solve quadratic equations graphically.

· Convert among the various representations of quadratic change (graphs, formulas, tables, context-based)

Model geometric situations that involve irrational numbers defined by square roots.

At the end of the quarter your final grade will be assigned based on the criteria shown below.
For a C grade you will
	· Attend class at least 70% of the time

· Demonstrate a proficient understanding of all of the learning outcomes
· Consistently spend time outside of class building understanding of the material. For example, you could practice the ideas by working on the homework or the patterns that we will use in class, or going further with the notes you took in class.


For a B grade you will have fulfilled the requirements for a C grade and
· Demonstrate a fluent understanding of at least half of the learning outcomes
· Successfully complete the Communication Quiz OR present on a pattern that you develop

· Demonstrate a proficient understanding on all three columns of the menu rubric at least once 
· Turn in at least half of the homework assignments on time
For an A grade you will have fulfilled the requirements for a C grade and
· Demonstrate a fluent understanding of at least half of the learning outcomes
· Successfully complete the Communication Quiz
· Complete most of the homework, quizzes, and menu work on time
(I’ll be looking at your overall effort to turn things in on time. If you miss one quiz and a few menu patterns and a handful of homework assignments you are still eligible for the A grade)
· Present on a task that you develop
· Demonstrate a fluent understanding on all three columns of the menu rubric at least once

I mention a “menu rubric”. This is a tool for how I will grade some of your work.  It is attached to the end of the syllabus.
