Proposed Revisions to Program and Advising Guidelines Concerning the CSOV 300 Requirement 
for Students Entering an NWIC Bachelor’s Program at the Junior Level

Purpose: At present, bachelor’s programs at NWIC contain a Four Year Option and a Transfer Option. The intention when the two options were developed was that students who had completed an approved associate’s degree (an associate’s degree with a complete set of general education requirements, typically an AAS direct transfer degree) would be able to complete a single foundational course, CSOV 300, rather than taking the full set of seven courses in the Foundational Requirements. The Transfer Option, as it is currently used, applies to all students who complete an approved associate’s degree at NWIC or at another college.

Since that time, the Native Studies Leadership Department has recognized that some students who complete an associate’s degree at NWIC, particularly those who have taken some of the Foundation Requirement courses, already have the necessary foundational knowledge and do not need to complete CSOV 300. Thus, there is a need to clarify both the language in the program of study and the advising guidelines for students entering any of the bachelor’s programs at the junior level.  The proposed changes described below seek to correct and clarify this situation.

This document proposes two changes:

1. Revise bachelor’s programs: modify the paragraph describing the “Transfer Option” in all of the bachelor’s programs and replace the headings “Four Year Option” and “Transfer Option” by more appropriate terms, which necessitates program revisions and Curriculum Committee approval, and 

2. Articulate advising guidelines: the guidelines clarify which students should be advised to enroll in CSOV 300, which should be advised to complete upper division coursework rather than CSOV 300, and which students should be referred to the Native Studies Leadership department chair for further advising. The advising guidelines require approval by the Vice President of Instruction and Student Services.

Program Revisions
The proposed program revisions are included in the attached BANSL program of study as it is to appear in the college catalog. The proposed changes to the program of study for all of the bachelor’s programs are:

a. The headings “Four Year Option” would be changed to “Freshman Entry Option” and “Transfer Option” would be changed to “Junior Entry Option.” 

b. The paragraph for the Junior Entry Option would be changed as follows:

From current wording: This option is for students who have earned an approved Associate in Arts and Sciences or the equivalent. Students who have completed another type of associate’s degree should consult with an advisor about the transfer option. Transfer students may apply 90 credits from an approved transfer degree toward completion of the requirements for completion of the Bachelor of Arts in Native Studies Leadership. The following describes the coursework for the remaining 90 credits required for completion of the program of study. (this example is for the BANSL and is similar for the other three bachelor’s programs)

To proposed wording:  This option is for students entering the program at the junior level after earning an Associate of Arts and Sciences degree from NWIC or another institution. Students who have not earned an Associate in Arts and Sciences degree should consult with an advisor since additional coursework may be necessary to complete program requirements. Students transferring from another college may apply up to 90 transfer credits toward completion of the program. Students must complete at least 180 credits, 60 of which are at the 300-499 level, in order to graduate. (This same wording is proposed for all four bachelor’s programs)

c. A footnote would be added after CSOV 300 in the listing of courses, as follows: “Students who have completed CSOV 101 or the equivalent at NWIC or another institution need to enroll in 5 credits of upper- division coursework in place of CSOV 300.”

d. Addition of the following sentence to the elective section under the junior entry option “Students are required to complete at least 180 credits, 60 of which are at the 300-499 level in order to graduate.” 

e. Change section previously called “Transfer Credits” to “Prior Credit” with revised wording.

Advising Guidelines for Students Entering an NWIC Bachelor’s Program
at the Junior Level

These guidelines are to be used when advising students who are entering a bachelor’s programs at the junior level whether they transferred from another college or completed an associate’s degree at NWIC. The guidelines describe how to determine which students to advise to enroll in CSOV 300, which students to advise to enroll in an upper-division course rather than CSOV 300, and which students to refer to the Chair of the Native Studies Leadership department for further advising. Consult the course equivalency list to determine which courses are equivalent to CSOV 101, which may be courses at another college or other courses taught at NWIC.
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In all other cases, the student is to be referred to the Chair of the Native Studies Leadership department (or a delegate who has been identified by the chair) for further advising.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Chair of the Native Studies Leadership department (or delegate) makes an advising determination and then is to email the student and the registrar describing the advising decision (i.e., enroll in CSOV 300 or an upper-division elective) in order to document the decision as it relates to meeting graduation requirements.

APPROVAL SIGNATURE - These advising guidelines are approved to implement effective immediately. 

______________________________________________________	___________________
Vice President for Instruction and Student Services		Date
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Earned transfer credit in Native content from another institution that is not equivalent to CSOV 101


Consult with the Chair of the Native Studies Leadership department or delegate for further advising 








Transfer with an associate's degree without having completed CSOV 101 or the equivalent
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Continue at NWIC following completion of an associate's degree that did not contain CSOV 101 or equivalent


Complete CSOV 300
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