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	Preschool Curriculum Development
ECED 213
5 Credits
Spring 2017

	Class Dates: Apr 03 – Jun 15, 2017
Class Location:  Kwina 112
Class Days:  Mondays 
Class Times:  5:00 pm – 6:15 pm

Class Website:  https://nwic.instructure.com
	Instructor Name: Nahrin Aziz-Parsons
Office Location: Building 4 / Room 212

Office Hours: Mon – Thurs, 2:00 – 4:30 pm
Telephone Number: 360-392-4308
Email Address: nparsons@nwic.edu 


Course Description
Integrates understanding of relationships, the learning process, and developmentally effective approaches to teaching and learning, with knowledge of content areas to design, implement, and evaluate positive learning experiences for preschool-aged Native children. Curriculum areas include: language and literacy, math and science, and social studies and humanities.  Service learning or practicum hours required.
Rationale
Children from birth to age five (5) are undergoing the most rapid brain development of their lives. In order to do no harm, early educators must provide appropriate, adequate learning opportunities and experiences. Setting up the schedule, routines, and learning opportunities to meet children’s needs for learning requires attention to developmental appropriateness, family involvement, cultural integration, content areas, and best practices for these young ones.

Prerequisites
ECED 101 or ECED 104 or permission of instructor.
Text
The Creative Curriculum for Preschool 4th edition. Dodge, Colker, and Heroman. Gryphon House Publishers. ISBN 10: 1879537435  ISBN 13: 9781879537439.
Instructor Discretion
As the instructor of this course I reserve the right to make alterations to the tentative schedule outlined in this syllabus. If at any time I find it to be relevant or pertinent to the course or the student, I may substitute and / or change reading assignments or writing assignments as I deem necessary in order to create a more effective learning environment or learning opportunity for the student. If such a change is made, it will be done in a timely manner so as not to impede the learning process.

Course Outcomes
1. Create an environment that promotes child-initiated, play-based, constructivist learning and incorporates indirect guidance strategies (service learning or practicum hours required)

2. Develop a one-month curriculum incorporating Native culture, language development, literacy, math, science, social studies, and the arts for children ages 3, 4, and 5.

3. Provide for elements in at least three areas of the curriculum you develop that build on culture, family composition, and the emergent interests of the children.

4. Demonstrate planning for learning for weekly, monthly and yearly planning that incorporates children’s interests and needs.

5. Reflect upon and assess outcomes of teaching strategies, suggesting at least two changes indicated. 

6. Implement scaffolding for individualization for one child and replenish at least two areas of the environment for increased learner engagement in constructivist learning.
Program Outcomes

1. Promoting child development and learning.
2. Building family and community partnerships.

3. Observing, documenting, and assessing.

4. Teaching and learning.

5. Integrity, advocacy, and commitment to the field of Early Childhood Education.

Aligned with Institutional Outcomes
1. Native Leadership – To Acquire a Quality Education 

Educated Native leaders are essential to the survival and advancement of Tribes.  NWIC graduates are leaders in their own right and have the ability to communicate in diverse situations, listen deeply, think critically, and organize and articulate ideas.
2. Way of Life – To Give Back

Education is relevant when Indigenous ways of thinking, learning, and doing are infused into the educational framework.  NWIC graduates possess the knowledge of how Tribal values are interpreted and practiced through healthy lifestyles, language, and decision making.
3. Inherent Rights –  To Apply Indigenous Knowledge

Knowledge of Tribal history, language and culture is integral to the advancement of sovereignty and self-determination.  NWIC graduates actively engage in the decolonization process using an Indigenous perceptive and are able to differentiate between inherent rights and acquired rights.
4. Community Minded – To Utilize Education Through Work

Indigenous knowledge advances the capacity of tribes.  NWIC graduates acquire the skills to identify their role as a community member, including how they are integral to advancing the collective good of the community.
Instructional Methods and Activities
This class will use hands-on activities (observations, role plays, class activities, curriculum planning, etc.) and actual participation in a preschool program to provide learning opportunities around key concepts. In addition, time for reflection and discussion will be important in order for students to build upon their knowledge. Lecture and videos are other means we will employ. 

Late Homework Submission Policy
Pay special attention to each assignment's due date.  Assignments must be submitted on time, and will not be accepted after the due date. If you have an emergency or cultural obligation, you may contact me in advance to request an extension for an assignment (though you will not receive full credit for your work).

On Children in Class
We value young people and we value learning. But because our college classroom will not have activities and an environment that are developmentally appropriate for children, and because the presence of young ones will change the format and content of the class, we will be unable to engage in the full class content if children are present.  I want you to find care for your precious children away from our classroom.  Let me know if you need assistance finding child care.
Additional Class Policies
1. Treat each other with respect. Be inclusive of everyone in class whether they are in your classroom or as distance learners.

2. If you are attending via distance learning, personally take responsibility of making a good learning environment for your co-students, even when the microphone is muted.

3. Turn off cell phones or put ringer on silent. Do not text or phone during class, but instead bring your whole attention to our community of learners. 

4. Come on time, stay the whole time, and participate in class. 

Course Requirements / Points

Attendance / Participation and Course Evaluation
10 sessions @ 2 points each 


20 Points
1 course evaluation @ 5 points

05 Points
Syllabus Agreement

1 agreement @ 05 points each

05 Points

Curriculum Components

6 parts @ 10 points each


60 Points
(1) Individual Learning Plan (Child Goal Sheet)
(2) Environmental Plan 
(3) Exploring Content in the Interest Areas
(4) Child Observation
(5) Study / Project Approach
(6) Lesson Plan

Interest Area Guides
10 guides @10 points each


100 Points
(1) Dramatic Play 
(2) Toys & Games
(3) Art
(4) Library
(5) Discovery
(6) Sand & Water
(7) Music & Movement
(8) Cooking
(9) Computers

(10) Outdoors
Culminating Curriculum Presentation

10 Points

Total Points: 





200 Points

Grading Scale

	
	A = 93-100 %
	A- = 90-92 %

	B+ = 87-89 %
	B = 83-86 %
	B- = 80-82 %

	C+ = 77-79 %
	C = 73-76 %
	C- = 70-72 %

	D+ = 67-69 %
	D = 63-66 %
	D- = 60-62 %


Assignment Schedule
	Week
	Topics
	Reading & Homework Assignments

	Week 1


	Course Overview

The Curriculum Framework

Theory and Research
	Reading: Foundation / Theory and Research
Homework: Syllabus Agreement

	Week 2


	How Children Develop and Learn
	Reading: Chapter 1

Homework: Curriculum Component #1: Individual Learning Plan (Child Goal Sheet)

	Week 3


	The Learning Environment
	Reading: Chapter 2

Homework: Curriculum Component #2:  Environmental Plan 

	Week 4


	What Children Learn
	Reading: Chapter 3

Homework: Curriculum Component #3:  Exploring Content in the Interest Areas

	Week 5


	The Teacher’s Role

The Family’s Role
	Reading: Chapters 4 and 5
Homework:  Curriculum Component #4:  Child Observation and Curriculum Component #5:  Study / Project Approach

	Week 6


	Blocks

Dramatic Play
Toys and Games
	Reading: Skim chapters 6, 7, and 8 
Homework:  Interest Area Guides (Dramatic Play and Toys & Games)

	Week 7


	Art 
Library 
Discovery
	Reading: Skim chapters 9, 10, and 11
Homework:  Interest Area Guides (Art, Library, and Discovery)

	Week 8
	Lesson Plans
	Homework:  Curriculum Component #6:  Lesson Plan

	Week 9

	Sand and Water

Music and Movement
Cooking
	Reading: Skim chapters 12, 13, 14
Homework:  Interest Area Guides (Sand & Water, Music & Movement, and Cooking)

	Week 10

	Computers
Outdoors
	Reading: Skim chapters 15 and 16
Homework:  Interest Area Guide (Computers and Outdoors)

	Week 11
	Final Presentations
	Reading: Finals Week (no additional reading)
Homework:  Course Evaluations
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