Rubric for a Reflective (or Reflection) Paper


According to the Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL), reflective writing consists of "short, informal writing designed to help your thinking and your formal writing assignments" (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/684/01/).  Monash University (in Australia and elsewhere) states that reflective writing includes "consideration of the larger context, the meaning, and the implications of an experience or action" (http://www.monash.edu.au/lls/llonline/writing/medicine/reflective/1.xml).  Other attributes of reflective writing include reflection on a topic where the writer addresses personal feelings, emotions or situations related to the topic at hand.  Reflective writing includes evidence of the writer's thinking about the writer's thinking (metacognition) with respect to the topic, not merely being descriptive of aspects related to the topic.  The University of Hawaii also emphasizes the role of metacognition in reflective writing (http://manoa.hawaii.edu/assessment/resources/rubricbank.htm), and some text from one of that institution's reflective writing rubrics is incorporated into the following rubric.  Note that reflective papers may also be referred to as reflective essays or reflection papers.  They generally are considered to be type of expository essay, i.e., one that " requires the student to investigate an idea, evaluate evidence, expound on the idea, and set forth an argument concerning that idea in a clear and concise manner" (https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/02/).  Reflective papers sometimes may also incorporate aspects associated with narrative essays, i.e., those that "are often anecdotal, experiential, and personal—allowing students to express themselves in a creative and, quite often, moving ways" (https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/04/).

These may be contrasted with descriptive essays that require the student to describe something, often in very creative ways (https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/03/) and argumentative essays which require students to "investigate a topic; collect, generate, and evaluate evidence; and establish a position on the topic in a concise manner" involving more pre-writing (invention) and research than is required of expository essays (https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/05/).

	Form
	Level of Proficiency

	Criteria
	Exemplary
	Accomplished
	Developing
	Beginning

	Title Page
	___ Present including title, student name, course designation, school name, instructor name and date
	___ Present, but lacking one element
	___ Present, but lacking two or more elements
	___ Absent

	Body
	___ Includes title

___ Includes what is being written about

___ Includes introductory text

___ Includes discussion of main points

___ Includes conclusion and summary

___ Organization and flow of ideas is well-ordered and clear

___ Author discusses one or more intended outcome(s) for the piece (i.e., what he/she wants the audience to understand, feel, or do) and/or assumptions he/she has made about the audience (such as its prior knowledge, expectations, biases, or preferred styles of writing). The author may also reflect on the relationship/fit between the audience and purpose.

___ Author analyzes how the piece furthers a specific purpose and/or addresses an identifiable audience. The author’s analysis of his/her own writing demonstrates rhetorical (involving effective and persuasive use of language) and metacognitive awareness (thinking about one's own thinking).
	___ Present, but lacking one element

___ Organization and flow of ideas is relatively clear

___ Other elements present and relatively comprehensive, concise and clear
	___ Present, but lacking two or more elements

___ Organization and flow of ideas is problematic

___ Other elements minimally present, concise and clear
	___ Present, but lacking many elements

___ Organization and flow of ideas is unclear

___ Other elements absent or otherwise problematic

	Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation
	___ No errors
	___ Few errors
	___ Several errors
	___ Errors are common and found throughout the paper

	Font & Spacing
	___ Typed in 12-point font such as Times New Roman

___ Double-spaced
	___ Font and spacing generally meet requirements
	___ Font and spacing diverge somewhat from requirements
	___ Font and spacing diverge significantly from requirements

	Pagination
	___ Pagination on all pages and in correct order
	___ Pagination on some pages only or out of order
	___ Pagination seriously flawed
	___ Absent

	Length
	___ Between 2-6 pages 
	___ Slightly less or more than required
	___ Moderately less or more than required
	___ Substantially less or more than required

	Content
	Level of Proficiency

	Criteria
	Exemplary
	Accomplished
	Developing
	Beginning

	Topics
	___ Topics listed in guidelines are fully addressed, discussed, and related to the main purpose of the paper
	___ Topics listed in guidelines are moderately addressed, etc.
	___ Topics listed in guidelines are minimally addressed, etc.
	___ Topics listed in guidelines are not addressed, etc.

	Editorial Review
	Level of Proficiency

	Criteria
	Exemplary
	Accomplished
	Developing
	Beginning

	Preparation & Revision
	___ Paper submitted for editorial review with all necessary revisions completed prior to presentation

___ Paper has been proofread by several people

___ Paper submitted in electronic format
	___ Most elements of editorial review and proofreading addressed
	___ Few elements of editorial review and proofreading addressed
	___ No editorial review or proofreading by others
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